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OBSERVATIONS ON THE TERM MISSIONARY. 


fT is reasonable to expect that, as new events and services present 
themselves, in the advance of the kingdom of Christ to its promised 
‘perfection, new terms will be employed by which they shall be desig= 
gated. Of these, in the days in which we live, none is more popular; 
mone more deserving investigation, than the term Missionary. 

Among the Romans the word mission was used ina restricted sensé. 
It intimated the compassion of an emperor, discovered by his sending 
erders to rescue a wounded gladiator from his triumphant antagonist 
Ainsworth gives us as the first sense of the word missionary, the latip 
word emissarius, or emissary. The interpretation appears highly ex} 
ceptionable. Both the latin and english expressions are, we believe} 
commonly used in a bad sense, indicating a spy or a traitor ; a sense to~ 
tally repugnant to the character and aims of an ambassador of the cros$ 
ef Jesus Christ. The term might be applied to a minister plenipotent 
tiary who is sent by his nation to negotiate with foreign powers ; to ah 
individual commissioned, as was Parke, to trace the origin of rivers, 
and the politital state of unknown tribes; or to the lover of botany, 
mineralogy or zoology, who, patronized by public institutions, travelg 
with a view of enlarging the empire of science. But in these senseg 
the term is not used. It is employed to indicate a man who, zealoug 
for the conversion of others, and especially ef the heathen, relguish* 
Vou. L—N?°. I, I 
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66 YHE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 


es the endearments of friendship, and the consolations of home, ts 
diffuse the knowledge of evangeiictruth. The societies under which 
such persons go forth, contemplate not, for a moment, any dominion 
over the faith of their brethren in the Lord. They are content to be 
helpers of their joy. They are happy to encourage a spirit of libe. 


rality that shall assist in the accompiishment of their glorious design, 7 


and cheerfuliy responsible to their constituents for the prudence and 
integrity with which funds entrusted to their management are ever 7 
employed. 

It may be worth observing, that a mission is sometimes ascribed ty — 
things as well persons. Thus, Mark iv. 29. “ when the fruit is ripe, 
he putteth forth (arescAaes, he commissions) the sickle.”” So Acts x, 
36. “ The word which he sent (axesesAe, which he commissioned, ) unto 
the children of Irsael, preaching peace by Jesus Christ.” In sucha 
view the passages may be. contemplated found in Acts xiii. 26. 
“ whoever among you that feareth God, to you is the word of thi 
Salvation sent; and.in Rev. i. 1. “the revelation of Jesus Christ— 
sent and signified by his servant John.” But the words are here used 
in a figurative sense, and not applicable to our subject. 

The true character of a christian missionary may be understood, by 
contrasting it with the office of a prophet, an apostle, and an ordinary 
minister of the everlasting gospel. 

Prophets were frequently qualified to write scripture ; missionaries 
are not. Prophets could fortel future events; missionaries are un- 
able. The predictions of the seers of God related chiefly to circum- 
stances that are to occur during the lapse of time; the missionary © 
has to point to the solemnities of eternity. Several of the prophets ~ , 
performed miracJes; missionaries have no such power. Prophets 


usually obtained their instructions by dreams and symbols, by visions ©) 


and voices; missionaries derive theirs from the completed volume of 
revelation. The sphere of prophetic toii was usually restricted. The 
labours of Isaiah, for example, were chiefly confined to the tribe of 
Judah, and those of Amos to Israel. Jonah and Nahum had princi- 
paiiy in their view the city of Nineveh, and Joel the city of Jerusalem. 
No prophet had a general commission; but missionaries obey his 
instructions who said, “ Go ye into all the world, and preach the gos-. “ 
pei te every creature ;” “ Go teach all nations.” Prophets foretold>) 
a Saviour to come; missionaries declare that “ the Life is manifested.” 
The ministration of prophecy was mingied with obscurity; that of 
the missionary is clear and effulgent. 

No character approaches so nar to the missionary as the apostolic. 
It may ndeed be safely asserted, and supported by a variety of con- 



















































On the term Missionary. 67 


siderations, that apostles were ancient missionaries, and missionaries 
are modern apostles. And yeta difference may be traced. Apostles 
were subjects of the infallible inspirations of the Holy Spirit ; mission- 
| aries are exposed to errour, and have need to offer perpetual prayer, 
"and to employ incessant circumspection, that they may “ sow wholly 
' aright seed.” It seems to have been a requisite qualification in an 
apostie, that he should have seen Christ, in person, after his resut+ 
rection, 1 Cor. xv. 8.; missionaries are not warranted to expect any 
Though the commission of the apostles 





such preparation for office. 


pn was general, yet it had certain limitations. Peter was the rT of 
a : the circumcision, Gal. 1. 8.; Paul of the gentiles, . Rom. xi. 13. yet 
not exclusively ; Peter had the honour of instructing the family of 

ry Cornelius ; and Paul, as is evident from a variety of proots, wrote an 
_ epistle to the Hebrews; but to the missionary there is “ neither Jew 
a nor Greek, circumcision nor uncircumcision, bond nor free.” The 
be. apostles were endowed with extraordinary gifts, and particuiarly with 
— . the gift of tongues; missionaries must proceed to the acquisition of 
—_ languages as other men, by patient labour, by gradual advance, by the 
compilation and use of the grammar and dictionary. With the ex- 
by ception of Paul, the apostles were generally unlettered men; modern 
a missionaries, for the most part, enjoy before they enter the ficlds of 
: service, the advantage of an education which enables them to read the 

_ holy scriptures in their original languages: an acquisition happily 
vai qualifying them to become enlightened expositors and faithful trans- 
um. IJators. Yet are apostles and missionaries alike the servants of the 


ary 1 Lord Jesus; they alike appear in the end of the world; they alike 


ce have the assurance of divine assistance, and of ultimate success. 
ee Maver The services of the minister of the gospel and those of the mission- 
ws % ary are, In many respects, the same. Their common aim is the exhi- 
of bition of the guilt, depravity, and helplessness of fallen man; and the 
he suitableness, sufficiency, and glory of the Redeemer. They equaily 
of teach the consolations of grace, and the obligations of its subjects to be 
- holy as God is holy. But the minister labours usually among the pro- 
“ fessed friends of Christianity, the missionary among its adversaries, 
is : who are attached to far different systems. Ministers commonly, like 
“i ; op Apollos, water ; missionaries, like the apostle of the gentiles, plant. 
» Phe ambassador of Christ in the sanctuary, delivers his views in the 
| form of sermons; the ambassador among the heathen, must employ 
f familiar intercourse, colloquial argument, and assuasive expostula- 
tion. A talent for social converse is as desirable in the latter, as in 
‘ the former are lucid arrangement and flowing elocution. The miuis- 


ter continues usually in the country, perhaps in the city of his nativity ; 
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the missionary traverses the ocean, plunges into the depths of the foreg, 
¢limbs the frosted rock, to reach the dwellings of the wretched, or wap. 
ders over inhospitable sands. He is not left, likethe minister, to enjoy the 
facility of addressing his fellow mortals in his maternal tongue ; by | 
must use a foreign one: a tongue which he has attained notwithstand. 7 
ing the inconveniences of a memory which manhood obdurates, and in” 
the midst of enemies, privations, and sorrows. The ardour of mind” 
and the degree of soiicitude sufficient to produce the ordinary minister 
of the gospel, are not equal to those which form the missionary. | 
they were, thousands of preachers would be seen crowding our har. 
bours, and negotiating for passages to distant regions. The mission 
ary feels a sacred necessity laid upon him, to live, and labour, and die 
among the heathen, and them that know not God. It is a holy firs, 
hurled from the altar of heaven, which some happy spirits have 
caught; a passion peculiar to these latter days, which thousands ar 
destined to feel, and which the rising generation are gradually and 
forcefully imbibing. It is realized not only by the subjects, but by 
affectionate and godly parents, who, not without tears, but without 
hesitation, offer their sons and daughters as first fruits unto the Lord. 
It is an eminence of character, an apostolic inspiration, reserved for the 
commencement of the universal reign of Jesus, and a fulfilment of the 
prophecy, “ Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge be increased.” ” 


—~8 + oon 


JESUS CHRIST THE FIRST OF MISSIONARIES, AND THE ENCOURAGER | 
EXAMPLE, AND SUPPORTER OF ALL SUCCEEDING ONES, 


DEPLORABLE in the extreme was the condition of the world, 
when the Son of God appeared inthe nature of man. The gentile na 7 
tions were involved in the gloom of ignorance, idolatry, and perplexi- 

ty, and the Jews in a condition very little above them. They were 
enslaved by the Roman power, over them the cloud of divine displea- 

sure hung dark and portentous, and they were characterized by the 
Spirit of covetousness and hypocrisy, infidelity and indevotion. The 
moral condition of the world did not materially differ from what is Se e | 
Seen, at the present day, in the general situation of Jews and heathen. 

At length, in the fulness of time, agreeably to the voice of ancient 
‘prophecy, the GREAT MISSIONARY came. Servants of the eternal Fa- 
ther had been before commissioned ; but last of all he sent his Son, 
invested with the office of the apostle and high priest of our profes- 
sion, and entrusted to reveal to man the gloriesof the pe an Others: 
as Dr. Owen observes, were merely antiambulones, fo 
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-tended not to represent his person, but to prepare the way of the Lord. 

The gracious Saviour delighted to exhibit himseif as a messenger 
from God. In his memorabie prayer for his disciples, he says, “ I have 
given unto them the words which thou gavest me, and they have re- 
ceived them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and 
they have believed that thou didst send me ;” and afterwards, “as 
thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I aiso sent them inte 
the world.” The same idea runs through the apostolic writings. “ In. 
this was manifested the love ot God towards us, because that God 
sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through 
him.” 

It is asserted by the evangelist John, that he came unto his own; 
meaning his own nation, who were his, as Craddock observes, by choice, 
Deut. vii. 6.; by redemption, Exod. xx. 2.; by eovenant, Deut. 
xxxvi. 17; and by kindred, Rom. ix. 5.; and among his own his ija- 
bours were chiefly, but not exclusively, confined. He “ wasa minis- 
ter of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises 
made unto the fathers,” yet so as “that the gentiies might glorify 
God for Ais mercy.”” Romans xv. 8, 9. 

In various ways the condescending Redeemer revealed the will of 
heaven. Sometimes he had recourse to private conversation. He 
taught Nicodemus, a pharisee, who came to him by night, the ne- 
cessity, the nature, and the manner of regeneration; and declares 
himself the only revealer of evangelic mysteries, the only Saviour of 
miserable sinners. He discovered to a woman of Samaria her need 
of “ living water,”” and that he alone could supply it. He developed 
the immorality of her life, exhibited the spirituality of the divine na- 
ture, and prepared the way for an exposition of the advance of his 
kingdom, and the blessedness of those who were sowing and reaping 
in the harvest field. He instructed a few inquiring Greeks who 
came to a solemn feast at Jerusalem, and who desired an interview 


Tesus Christ the first of Missionaries. 


with him, in the doctrine of his passion and his empire, and illustra- 
ted both by the familiar figure of the casting of a seed corn into the 
earth. He pressed on their minds that all who would be his disciples 
must, after his example, prepare for suffering ; and that after the same 
example they might look for a glorious immortality. 
addresses of Christ were public. Frequently he taught in syna- 
gogues, and occasionally in the temple; twice he preached to the 
multitude from a mountain, and twice from a ship. He often en- 
tered the principal cities of Syria. Nazareth and Capernaum, Jeru- 
salem and Bethany, Sidon and Tyre, Sychar and Jc richo heard pis 
informing, alarming, and consoling voice. At other times we find 
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70 THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 


him engaged in extensive and laborious tours, partly through Sama. 
ria, but more especialiy through “ the regions of Gatilee.”’ * He went 
through every city and village, preaching and showing the giad td. 
ings of the kingdom of God,” Luke viii. 1. Often he explained 
his doctrine by parables, and often by the most striking miracies con. 
firmed its truth. 

How much a missionary spirit was the spirit of Jesus, may be in- 
ferred from the commissions he gave to his disciples. First he sent 
forth the twelve, and basides giving them power to heai all manner 
ef diseases, to casi out devils. and to raise the dead,”’ directs them to 
preach “that the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” that *“ the Messiah 
has come.”’ Afterwards he commissioned seventy, to go to all the piaces 
which he meent himseif to visit, “to heal the sick,’ and say to 
the people, “ the kingdom of God is come nigh unto you;” and in- 
structs these very seventy, as if to inspire them the mere with mission- 
ary ardour, from the consideration that “the harvest truly is great and 
the labourers few,” to “ pray the Lord of the harvest that he wouid 
send forth labourers.”’ 

On leaving the world he authorized his apostles to “ go and teach 
all nations,” and *“ commanded them that they should not depart from 
Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father.” The promise 
was iuifiiled. The spirit descended, and “ they went forth, and preach- 
ed every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the 
word with signs foliowing.”’ 

To attempt a contrast between our Lord Jesus and the missionaries 
of his cross, were absurd, ifnot blasphemous. It were much like com- 
paring “ Socrates and Jesus.’”” What is a missionary brought by the 
side of him that is “ the brightness of the Father’s glory, and the ex- 
press image of his person,”’ but dust and ashes, meanness and vanity ? 
Yet from the exainple of Jesus missionaries may deduce many in- 
structive lessons. He is a pattern of willingness and labour, of 
fidelity and self denial, of prudence and fortitude, of pointedness in 
argument, and patience in suffering. He instructs us, not only by 
his own missionary efforts, but by his influencing others to become 
cities on hills, lights ef the world, and the salt of the earth. To 
him his faithful servants may direct their prayers for graces and gifts, 
fay the exertions of his regal power in affording protection to them, 
and in controlling their adversaries. They may chase their despon- 
dencies, and fire their expectations, by the thought, that he who has 
called his missionaries into the field, will make mountains and hills 
break forth before them into singing, and when their testimony {§ 
finished, receive them to himseif to behold his glory. 


- 





a 


en 7 
= 5 a 
% 

































€hrist’s Travels as a Missionary. 


HOW FAR, AS A MISSIONARY, DID JESUS TRAVEL ? 


Miles 
4, FROM Nazareth to Galilee, to John, to be baptised by him at 
Bethabara, near the part of the river which was miracu- 
lously dried up. See Joshua ili. 16. and Judges xii. 6. - 33 
Luke iii. 23. “ Jesus himself began to be about 30 years 
' @ of age.” 
J 2, From Jordan to the wilderness, perhaps in the part near 
P the sea of Galilee, he was “returning” to Nazareth, 
n Luke iv. 1. say - - - - - BS 
: 3. From the wilderness to Jordan, John i. 29. Here he had 
some temporary residence, John i. 39. - . is 
‘ 4. He leaves Jordan for Galilee, John i. 43, and was present 
. at a marriage at Cana, - - - » A 38 
5. “ After this he went down to Capernaum,” John ii. 12. 
d where he tarried “ not many days,”’ - - “ 25 
¢. The passover being at hand he went to Jerusalem, 
h John ii. 13. - - - - - . wo 
m 7. Jesus and his disciples went into the land of Judea, at some 
e distance from the capitol, uncertain how far, say . 5 
e } @. He left Judea after a residence of seven or eight months, 
e and by the way of Samaria went into Galilee, John iv. 
3, 4, 5. to Cana, John iv. 46. - . e . a) 
8 9. He went from Cana to Nazareth, Luke iv. 16. a 12 
ae 10. He left Nazareth and came to Capernaum, Matt. vi. 13. 29 
le 41, Leaving Capernaum he made a circuitous tour, Matt. iv. 
Ke 23. “ Jesus went about all Galilee,” probably throurh its 
2 extreme parts, for “his fame went through all Syria,” 
n- Matt. iv. 24. He visited the neighbouring towns, Mark 
of i. 38. - C - - - - - $06 
in ° 42. His fame increasing, he was obliged to be without in de- 
by a . sert places, ° ° . ° . - 36 
1¢@ | 4] 13. He returned to Capernaum, Mark ii. 1. = - - 13 
To | 5 14. He went to the sea shore, Mark ii. 13. - ‘ i 6 
tSy _ 45. “ There was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to 
Nn; Jerusalem,” John v. 1. - . ‘ - : aD 
n- 16. He returned to Galilee. Compare Mark iii. 7. and Luke 
as § vi. 12, 13. with Luke vii. 1. - ° « x 99 
ils 17. He visits Capernaum again, Luke vii. 1, ° 5 30: 
fs 18. He went inte the city called Nain, Luke vii. 11. 5 25 


Carried ever, 
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Brought forward, 
He travelled“ through every city and village, preaching and 
showing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God,” Lu. viii. 1. 


. He returned to the side of the sea of Galilee, Matt. xiii. 1. 


20 

and taught in a ship, - - - . ° 
21. He passes over the sea, Mark iv. 35. “ “ - 
22. He returned back again, Matt. ix. 1. “ . - 
23. He visits Nazareth, Mark vi. 1. : . ‘ 


27. 
28. 


37. 


38. 


39. 


He made a circuitous tour, * about all the cities and vil- 


lages,”’ Matt. ix. 35. - - - ° 


. Again he crosses the sea of Tiberias, Luke ix. 10. - 
. He returns to Capernaum, walking on the sea, Matt. xiv. 


26. * This was thought so impracticable, that the picture 
of two feet walking on the sea, was an Egyptian hiero- 


glyphic for an impossible thing.” - . <i 
He withdraws to the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, Mark vii. 24. 
These regions he leaves, and comes to the sea of Galilee, 


Matt. xv. 29. - ° . > i “4 


. Entering a ship with his disciples, he crossed the sea, and 


came into the parts of Dalmanutha, - - * 
Here crosses the Tiberian sea, Matt. xvi. 15. - - 


. He visits the towns of Czsarea Philippi, towns that had 


lately been rebuilt by Philip the Tetrarch, Mark viii. 27. 


. After these things he walked in Galilee, John vii. 1. - 


He visits Jerusalem about the middle of the feast of Ta- 
bernacles, John vil. 14. - - o in . 


. He takes a last circuit through Galilee. It was by far the 


most successful and glorious, Lu. xiii. 31-33. Johnx. 40-42: 


. He returns to Jerusalem, John ix. 1. - - » 
. The Sanhedrim agreeing that for raising Lazarus he should 


be put to death, he retires to Ephraim, John xi. 47. inthe 
N. E. part of the lot of Benjamin, - - - 
Sets out on his last journey to Jerusalem, taking Jericho 
in his way, Mark x. 32. Matt. xxii. 29. (the last two miles 
he rode on an ass,) - ~ o 4 > 
Retires to Bethany, John xii. 20—3°, —- - - 
Returns to Jerusalem, John xii. 44. ~ a “i 
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43 
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His occasional visits added, probably, one half in distance to the above aggre: 
gate.—It will be remembered that these journeys were almost entirely performed, 
on foot. Absolute accuracy 's not pretended to; but such as will with the great 
est care examine the above accouat, it is believed, will be best satisfied of its 
general correctness. | 
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A Vision. 


A VISION. 


SITTING a few days ago in my arm chair, and meditating with 
sorrow of heart on the miserable condition of the race of man, I in- 
sensibly fell asleep. Whether the sleep were induced by a despair- 
ing conclusion that human miseries would not soon be abolished, or 
whether, as physicians frequently assert, grief lulls the body to slum- 
ber, and had such an effect on me, I cannot determine. The world 
was scarcely shut out from my senses before I heard a voice louder 
than thunder, in which majesty and sweetness, decision and energy 
were combined, utter the sounds, “ Behold, I create all things new.” 
A chorus instantly succeeded, loud and harmonious, the theme of 
which was “good will toward men.” I felt as though I were ina 
new world. Involuntarily I looked up to the heavens. The moon 
was setting, a few stars were still visible, and the increasing crimson 
of the east gave assurance that the morning sun was about to throw 
over the earth its reviving lustre. But what, thought I, of novelty ts 
there here? These glorious luminaries may hereafter become use- 
less in the system of things, and the power that framed may destroy 
them; yet as they are not subjects of moral turpitude, whence the 
necessity of creating them anew? Occupied in reflection, I heard 
again the music of heaven in sounds more combined and vigorous 
than before. I saw a form descend, mild and trailing as a shooting 
star; he came nearer, sustaining a roll in his hand, and suppressed 
my alarm, by saying, * Child of dust, dismiss thy apprehensions: he 
who sits on the rainbow has seen thy sorrow. Believe me, I am the 
genius of prophecy, and am sent to show thee scenes which in a few 
years shall be amply realized: ascend with me.”’ He took me by the 
hand: my body became light as air, the instant he touched me. I 
ascended. “Seest thou yon hiil?’’ said my instructor. “ Mark it 
well.” Its summit was rugged and barren; but down its sides, in 
every direction, I saw—for we flew round the hill—falling the most 
beautiful currents. The celestial messenger seemed as though he 
could have continued gazing on the spot for ever; and indeed, when 
we left it, I remarked, that, with a countenance beaming with joy, and 
bespeaking a heart occupied with contemplation, he would often look 
back. I could not help observing that, wherever the streams direct- 
ed their course, the soil, otherwise sterile, was covered with flowers 
and fruits. I was sorry to observe that after a while the waters ap- 
peared to run under ground, excepting here and there a narrow 
stream threw back the rays of the sun. At length, after miles of de- 


solation, they again broke up, and continued with some interruptions 
Vor. L—N?, II. K 
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gradually to swell. “ Extend thy vision,” said the genius; when, J dia 


know not by what enchanting virtue, or by what unperccived eleva. 


tion, I saw the earth, far as the eye could reach, yielding her increase, : ge 


The cattle fed in large pastures. The vine gave her fruit; and the 
heavens their dew. I was particularly delighted to observe the inter. 


est which a number of cherubim took in the beautiful scene. Now ~ 


they were flying through the air, and now apparently alighting on the 


ground, ‘as if such a soil they could wish to inhabit. I could hear | 
them saying, partly in the voice of proclamation, and partly in song: © 


“The glorious Lord will be unto usa place of broad rivers and 
streams.” I could not forbear asking the name of the hill whence 
these blessings issued. I was answered, “It is Calvary, where the 
Lord was crucified: but come,” said the genius, “ let us draw nearer 
to these happy regions.” But how shall I describe what I had the 
felicity to observe! I could not help exclaiming, 


O! scenes surpassing fable, and yet true, 
Scenes of accomplished bliss ! 


In one place I heard the sound of ponderous hammers ; thousands were 
busily employed. ‘They were beating swords into ploughshares, and 
spears into pruning hooks. They sang as they laboured ; and at the end 
of every stanza, the air rang with the chorus, “ there shall be war no 
more.” I saw in the same pasture the kid and the lion sporting, and 
children fearlessly playing with adders and asps. The countenances 
of the inhabitants every where exhibited the appearance of vigorous 
health. There was not one weak or sickly among them. Many were 
far advanced in age ; acentury or more had passed over them. They 
bent like the grain of harvest ; showing themselves richer, because 


older, than those around them. It was gratifying to see bands of . 
youth crowding around the aged; some offering their arms to sustain 


them; others presenting them milk and fruits, and all listening to 
their pious instructions. Nearly every one had under his arm a book; 
which my guide told me was the volume of inspiration. Some of 
them had the book open, and were offering observations more sub- 


lime, evangelic and lucid, than any thing I had ever heard before. — 


Even the youth seemed to possess the mental vigour and clear dis 
cernment of manhood. I asked the genius whence this wonderous 


“‘Hlumination had proceeded ? He told me the tempie ot God was opened 
in heaven, and that this happy people had’seen in his temple the ark 
‘of his testament. 

_ My instructor perceived my attention directed to a particular class © 
“of mien, that were almost every where to be traced. They seemed 
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greatly to exeel in the spirit of wisdom and love. They always 
walked arm in arm. The attachment of the people to these men was 
surprising. Some of the men were on their knees, and with eyes bright 
with tears of rapture, cried, “ Lord, it is enough!” A few were en- 
gaged in public addresses ; but most of them were saying to the peo- 
ple, “ In every piace your faith to God-ward is spread abroad, so that 
we heed not to speak any thing.” I was informed they were ministers 
of the gospel, who had lived to see the answer of their prayers, and 
the fruit of their ministrations. 

I was struck with observing at some distance, immense volumes of 
smoke ascending in the air. My director invited me to approach the 
spot. In one place were large furnaces, with prodigious crucibles, 
into which were cast gods of gold and silver. The workmen were so 
ze.lous in their employ, that one melting pot could scarcely be poured, 
before they wanted to throw in other gods. The matrices gave to 
each ingot characters which every one might read, “the silver 
and the gold is the Lord’s.” In another place blazed a prodigious 
fire, which at first appeared composed of logs of wood ; but, on nearer 
inspection, I found them gods from the forest. I recognized in them 
the forms of Brumha, and Kishnoo, and Shivu: and mentioned them 
to the genius. “ Yes,” added he, “ and here ate the representations 
of Indru, and Sooryu, and Guneshu, and Kariketu, and Ugnu, and 
Puvunu, and Vuroonu, and Yamu, and Gaudana, and all the three 
hundred and thirty millions of Indian gods at once on fire.” Many 
similar piles were seen in every direction. It was really delightful 
to observe with what eagerness men were carrying their idols to the 
pyre. The women and children, and old men were no less active than 
the rest. ‘ This,” said the guide, “is the way in which God will purge 
the earth, by the sfirit of burning.’? One stream of fire ascended 
more vivid than the rest. I supposed the reason to be, because the 
materials were more combustible. I arrived just in time to spell out 
some few characters, for I found them to be papers, rolls and books. J 
distinctly discovered the words Koran, Veda, Shastra. “ Come with . 
me,” said the genius, “to the other side of the pile.” I went, and 
saw amid the fire the names of Chubb, Collins, Herbert, Shaftsbury, 
Hume, Gibbon, Paine, and several others that I do not distinctly re- 
collect. Ona neighbouring spot were burning beads and crucifixes, 
dispensations and mitres. As I was contemplating the fiery mass, J 
heard a voice from the sky,“ These the Lord shall consume with the 
spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his com- 
ing.” Seeing at a distance some vessels very deeply laden, I asked 
my instructor what these meant? He said, «“ Come and see.” We 
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hastened to the rivers,;and passed in our way many heathen temples, 
over each of which were written the words, empty, void, and waste. 
We discovered that the vessels were filled with gods of stone and clay, 
which, with shouts of joy the seamen threw into the depths of the 
ocean, to be seen no more, 

Walking among the inhabitants I could not but remark that they had 
some familiar terms in conversation, that I never found used so much 
before. I often heard the words, showers, wind, waters of the sanc. 
tua, ,abilee, year of release, mountain of the Lord’s house, latter 
days, aud the like. I ventured to speak with one of the happy people, 


with which I saw my conductor was not displeased. I asked, do you 


keop the sabbath? The answer was, “ Sir, ours is perpetual sabbath; 
the seven thousandth year of the creation of God is come.”’ Are there 
any hospitals, or alms houses in your regions? “ No, disease is not.” 
Have you any courts of judicature, or prison houses? I was told, the 
former still remain, the latter are demolished, for “the people are all 
righteous.” I had proceeded, but the genius said, “ Come, let us su rvey 
at large the glorious landscape.’’ We ascended, and pursued our way. 
The seas were covered with ships, but on every pendant were such 
mottoes as Jou; love, freace, zeal, holiness, the end is come, &c. &c, 
In one situation I saw multitudes of Chinese occupied in evangelic 
devotions. ‘There Tartars in immense congregations were celebra- 
ting the name of Jesus. Hindoos and Bengalees, Gentoos and Bur- 
mans, were hailing the lirht of the glorious gospel. Ethiopians were 
lifting up their hands to the heavens. Indians of the west were re- 
joicing that to their deserts the excellency of Carmel was given. The 
face of the Jew was without a veil; and the names of Mecca and Me- 
dina were in a manner forgotten. 

« These,” said my director, “ are some of the glories of future times, 
which I have been instructed to unfold to thee; but the half has not 
been told. Return to thy station in life ; believe in the Lord, and bid 
adieu to thy griefs.””. The thought of losing the delightsome vision 
scemed intolerabie. I said, How long, my inestimable instructor, shall 
it be before these glories shall be universally realized? He replied, 
« Come with me, I will show you the hill of prophecy.” Tu ning to 
the east I beheld the most magnificent eminence I had ever seen. 
Its base was granite, coral and gold, on which were engraved, as 
with a pen of iron on the rock, in letters which time had not in the 
least deevee defaced, “ Haru ue SAID, AND SHALL HE NOT po1rT?:” 
The mountain rose sublime and awful; in some parts it showed a 
steady resplendence, in others it was mrvolyed in clouds which seemed 
gradually vanishing. A bright effulgence descending from above 
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rested on its summit, on which stood forty or fifty venerable forms. 
Several of them bore standards waving long and beautiful. On twe 
that flamed with red, I saw the figures 666 and 1000. But several, 
which my guide pointed to me, were of the purest white. On one was 
written “ his times ;’’ on another, “ time, times, and the dividing of a 
time ;”? on a third, “forty and two months ;” on a fourth, “ twelve 
hundred and sixty days.”’ I regretted that a part of the ensigns seemed 
wound round the staffs that supported them, so that I could not as- 
certain the dates, whence to calculate the period intended. On ex- 
pressing my sorrow on this account, my instructor Said, with the great- 
est tenderness of manner, “ You remember, child of dust, the words 
of your Lord and mine, * it is not given to you to know the times and 
seasons.’”’ But, said I, may we not hope that in one hundred and a 
few years all these things shall come to pass? Hesmiled. I under- 
stood the smile to say Yes, thou hast rightly divined. He however 
only said, opening the scroll he held in his hand, “ Read this.” I saw 
in golden letters, Moravian Missions, Baptist Mission Society, Lon- 
don Mission Society, Bible Societies, Sunday Schools, &c.; and the 
names Elliott, Brainerd, Vanderkemp, Kircherer, Carey, Marshman, 
Ward, &c. I was continuing to read the opening roll, when the pro- 
phets on the hill struck with their lyres and uttered with their voices 
such rapturous strains, that, overpowered with their sweetness, their 
fulness, and their harmony, I awoke. 


TO THE EDITORS OF THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 


GENTLEMEN, 

OnsERVING in your last number a request, that any evidence 
possessed may be communicated, relative to the sentiment of Dr. 
Carey, that the dffghans are undoubtedly the remains of the ten 
tribes, | beg leave to submit a few ideas, which you may make use of 
as you please. 


ARE THE AFFGHAN TARTARS THE DESCENDANTS OF THE 
ANCIENT ISRAELITES? 


WRITERS on the subject of the Israelites may be divided into three 
classes. ‘The first are those who believe that after they were made 
captives by Shalmaneser and carried away into Assyria, (see 2 Kings, 
chap. 17.) their identity as a people was lost ; the second conceive that 
their descendants still exist, and use their penetration and industry to 
discover them ; while a third regard the whole as a thing of entire | 
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uncertainty, and are ready to say with Mr. Brown, “ What has be. 
come of them since their captivity—whether they removed eastward A : 
with the Tartars, and partly passed over into America, or how far they 4 re 
mixed with the Jews, when carried into Babylon, we know not.” 4 
The opinion of Prideaux, was in favour of the first of these classes, soe 
He says, “ the ten tribes of Israel, which had separated from the house | 


of David, were brought to a full and entire destruction, and never re. mA 
covered themselves. For those who were thus carried away, as well in © v 
this as in the former captivities, (excepting only some few, who, joining pr 


themselves to the Jews in the land of their captivity, returned with 
them,) soon going into the usages and idolatry of the nations among 
whom they were planted, after a while they became wholly absorbed 
and swallowed up in them, and thence utterly losing their name, their 





language, and their memorial, were never more spoken of.” It has on 
been thought that they wasted away, until at length, mingled with the 68 
nations, as rivers with the sea, they totally disappeared, according to 
the celebrated passage, “ Israei shall be broken that it be not a peo- gh 
ple.” Is. vii. 8. (Vid. Pol. in loc.) It was also the opinion of Mr. dr: 
Henry, that we have no reason to credit the conjecture of some that ‘oa! 
they remain a distinct body in some part of the world. owe 
Such as believe the ten tribes are still somewhere in being, urge Je 
the prophecies that relate to their restoration, as Isaiah xi. 11, 12, iti 
«“ The Lord shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together Je 
the dispersed of Judah:” and Jeremiah, iii. 18. Judah shall walk dic 
with Israel, and they shall come together out of the north, to the land sec 
which I have given for an inheritance to their fathers.” Ezekiel was cor 
ordered to join together two pieces of wood, as a symbol of the re- ret 
union of Israel and Judah, see chap. xxxvii. 16. In Amos ix. 14, dr: 
God says, “I will bring again my people Israel from their captivity.” tus 
In Hosea xi. 11. are the words, “ They shall tremble as a bird out of ' 
Egypt, and as a dove out of the land of Assyria: and I will place them wh 
in their houses, saith the Lord.” &c. Some stress may be laid on the ; the 
circumstance, that when Ezra celebrated the passover, a sacrifice was © the 
offered of “ twelve he-goats for the whole house of Israel, according to | Sa 
the number of the tribes,”’—see chap. vi. 16, 17. and viii. 58. Paul the 
speaks of the twelve tribes which serve God day and night, Acts ma 
xxvi. 7. James writes to the twelve tribes scattered abroad, i. 1.; and — of 
the sealing of the tribes is mentioned in the Revelation of John. ehi 
But if the Israelites really exist, where are they? It has long been pl 
regarded as not improbable, that they are found in the aborigines of our na 
country. The reasons assigned for this opinion are sufficiently known. ‘fir 


Such as their divistjon into tribes—their reckoning time by lunef 
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months—their using parables—their discovering traces of the more im- 


portant Jewish festivals, such as the passover, the day of atonement, 


and the feast of tabernacles—the supposed resemblance of the Indian 
and Hebrew languages, &c. &c. 

The opinion, however, seems gaining ground, that they are to be 
sought, not in western forests, but among the mountains of the east. 
Whether the Affghan Tartars are they or not, is the subject of our 
present inquiry. 

It may be proper to mention, that Affghanistan is a mountainous 
country between Persia and the Indus. The inhabitants are martial 
and untractable. Cabul is their capital city; it is walled, nearly two 
miles in circumference, and situated at the foot of the Hindookoo 
mountain, near the river Kameh, in lat. 34° 30’ north, and in long. 
68° 35’ east. 

Sir William Jones probably first suggested the idea that the Aff- 
ghans are descendants of Israel. “ We learn,” says he, “ from Es- 
dras, that the ten tribes, after a wandering journey, came to a country 
called Arsaxeth, where we may suppose they settled. Now Affghans 
are said, by the best Persian historians, to be descended from the 
Jews ; they have among themselves traditions of such a descent ; and 
it is even asserted that the families are distinguished by the names of 


_ Jewish tribes, although since their conversion to the Islam, they stu- 


diousiy conceal their origin. The Pushtoo language, of whichI have 
seen a dictionary, has a manifest resemblance to the Chaldaic, and a 
considerable district under their dominion is called Hazareh or Haza- 
ret, which might easily have been changed into the word used by Es- 
dras.”” He adds, “I strongly recommend an inquiry into the litera. 
ture and history of the Affghans.”’ 

There is a work translated from the Persian by Mr. Vansittart, 
which is itself an abridgment of a more early production, written in 
the Pushtoo language, called the Secrets of the Affghans, in which 
they state, that they are the descendants of Melic Talut, or king 
Saul, and Affghan, who had a military command under Solomon. In 
the second volume of Asiatic Researches, some curious particulars 
may be found. The Affghans not only call themselves the posterity 
of Talut, or Saul, but state that, in a war which raged between the 
children of Israel and the Amalekites, the latter being victorious, 
plundered the Jews, and obtained possession of the ark of the cove- 
nant. Considering this as the God of the Jews, they threw it into the 


‘fire, which did not injure it. Unable to destroy it, they placed it in 


their temple, and all the idols bowed to it. At length they fastened 
it toa cow, which they turned loose in the wilderness. They are 
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said to have applied to Samuel after their defeat by the Amalekites, 
The angel Gabriel gave Samuel a wand, teaching that the person 
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whose height equalled the wand should be their king. Melic Talut, 77% 
or Saul, a herdman, had lost a cow; he applied to Samuel for assist. 77 


ance. Samuel, observing his lofty stature, asked his name; he an. | 


swered Talut: upon which, having measured him with the wand, he zi * 
said to the children of Israel, “ God has raised Talut to be your king.” 77 


After Talut obtained the kingdom, he seized part of the territories of | 
Jalut or Goliath, who assembled a large army, but was killed by 
David. 
other Irmia, who served David, and were beloved by him. 
of Irmia was Usdec, the son of Berkia, Arrcuan. The latter made 
frequent excursions to the mountains, where his progeny, after his 
death, established themselves, built forts, and exterminated the inf. 
dels.—See Rees’s Cyclopedia, article AFFGHANS. 

Mr. Hanway, in his history of the Revolution of Persia, vol. 3 
observes, that “the Affghans have an utter aversion against marry- 
ing their daughters to strangers.” 
who visited the Affghan country, observes, that the inhabitants which 
he saw in the first village, appeared to him to be Jews in their air 
and deportment, and in that “ indefinable peculiarity which enables 
us to distinguish one nation from another.”” The name of Moses was 
much in use among them, and a small ancient edifice on the summit 
of a lofty hill, they called the throne cf Solomon. Several Jewish 
writers are of the opinion that there are tribes of Israelites in Tartary, 
particularly Benjamin of Judea, a celebrated traveller of the twelfth 
century, who relates that several Jewish tribes migrated beyond the 
rivers of Chaldea, and lived after the manner of Tartars, accompanied 
by their flocks and dwelling in tents. We will remark only that the 


Bernier a learned Frenchinan, 


metan religion, to conceal their origin, and their remoteness from 
European research, may account for their character as Israelites hay- 
ing been developed no earlier. 


studiousness of the Aff¢hans, who are now professors of the Maho- 


To present the preceding arguments in a concentrated point of 
view ; let it be observed, 

1. They call themselves descendants of Talut or Saul. 

2. Their traditions on this point are obviously founded on scripture 
history. 

3. Their families are distinguished by the names of Jewish tribes. 

4. They are careful not to suifer their daughters to intermarry 


5. They have a fondness for Old Testament names. 





Melic Talut they say had two sons, one called Berkia, the © - 
The son © 
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ee 6. The Pushtoo, or Affghan language, resembles the Chaldaic. 


He : 7. The testimony of the best Persian historians, supposes the Aff- 


hay ghans to be the Israelites. 
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8. Several learned Jews are of the same opinion. 
9. Nothing absurd or mysterious is found in the circumstance that 


ta they have not been discovered earlier. 


As the recesses of Asia are every year penetrated in an increasing 
degree, it is not to be doubted that new light will soon be thrown on 
this interesting subject, of which both the Hebrew and Christian world 
will be happy to avail themselves. I consider the testimony of Dr. 
Carey, Who has long resided in Asia, next to demonstration on the 


point in question. 


AN ISRAELITE’S FRIEND. 


ON PRAYER. 


MAN, from the dawn of reason, feels that he is a dependent being. 
€onscious that he is not the architect of himself, and entered into life 
Without any agency of his own, it is impossible for him to extinguish 
the conviction that he is amenable to a superior power. The struc- 
ture of his body, and the operations of his mind, alike proclaim him 
the workmanship of a God, to whom gratitude and reverence are due. 
» From the belief of an all-powerful, and benevolent Deity, arises the 
feeling of obligation to bow the knee in homage, and to pour forth 
the heart in prayer. When blessings flow in rich profusion from the 
hand of Providence, and bliss mantles round our brow, emotions of 
thankfulness should fill the heart. When danger lowers in our sky, 
and the elements convulsed menace destruction to those whom they 
were destined to subserve, conscience beckons us for assistance to 
Him who “ rides in the whirlwind and directs the storm!’ Then, in- 
decd, prayer is resorted to both as a duty and a refuge. It is such at 
all times, and enlists in its performance attendant pleasure and con- 
sequent blessings. 

‘The injunctions of the christian code on the subject of prayer, 
though sometimes perverted, have seldom been denied. Even those 







is Who, by a general sweep, have removed every ceremony which could 


istinguish one system of religion from another, have not altogether 
ejected the obligation of prayer. While to the humble and enlight- 
ened believer in revelation, guarded by the awful sanctions of divine 


“@Mthority, the important nature of this duty becomes too apparent, 
Vou. L.—N®. II. L 
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and the precepts for its observance too imperative, for the one to be 
controverted, or the other neglected. 


“* Prayer ardent opens heaven, lets down a stream 
Of glory on the consecrated hour 
Of man in audience with the Deity.” 


Responsible beings, endued with freedom of volition, though sub- 
ject to the sceptre of the Almighty, are encouraged to make known 
their holy desires, in order to cherish in themselves a becoming sense 
of his goodness and their own dependence. This is the natural ten- 
dency of prayer. It keeps alive in their breast those sentiments of 


devotion which are acceptable to God, and profitable to man. It ele-. 


vates the mind above the humiliating scenes of earth, and teaches it to 
share the converse and anticipate the bliss of heaven. It conducts 
the aspiring soul into the presence of the Most High, and encourages 
it to gaze upon the glories that encircle his throne. 

Nor is this al]. To obtain blessings at the hand of the Creator, is 
one important object in the prayers of the saint. Jehovah, in the 


language of the poet, has 
“ Still wrought by means since first he made the world.” 


He has been pleased to make prayer a medium for the conveyance of 
those favours which He bestows on men. The fervent aspirations of 
the devout heart ascend to the throne of grace, and bring down the 
choicest mercies. The blessed God himself assures us, that, for the 
numerous bounties of his providence, and the riches of his grace, he 
will be inquired of by the creatures of his hand. The effectual fer- 
vent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 

With a deep and solemn impression of the importance of this duty, 
as connected with the progress of the Redeemer’s kingdom on earth, 
and the best interests of the human family, it is gratifying to mark the 
prevalence of a spirit of prayer throughout the brotherhood of chris- 
tianity. The flame is sacred, and should be scattered wherever there 
are souls to be recovered from death. It has been kindled by an irra- 
diation from the brightest glories of the Godhead, and shall increase 
in splendour till the world shali be filled with the light of divine truth. 

MonrTuLy PRAYER MEETINGS for the dispersion of the christian 


faith over the wide surface of the globe, foriii a most interesting fea- : 


ture of these gospel times. Such assemblies, where saints of differ- 
ent professions bow together before one common shrine, to suppli- 
cate for one common good, furnish a peculiarly animating indication 
of the approach of that happy day, when all distinctions shall be 
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merged in the excellence of christian principle, when man shall be 
arrayed in the livery of grace, and the whole earth be responsive with 
the anthems of love. 

Christians! it is your privilege, as it is your duty, to invite the ap- 
proach of this predicted bliss. Your prayers are demanded. Con- 
stantly in.portune the Father of Mercies to hasten the chariot of that 
Sun who is to ride in such majesty through the heavens. For the 
achievement of this sublime end, be zealous—be unwearied. Let 
your nightly pillows be witnesses of your petitions, and usher in the 
day-spring with the same supplications. 

Tie good which we have reason to believe has already eventuated 
from the prayers of the pious, is a powerful inducement for more ac- 
tive exertions. Infidelity may scoff, but we are not ashamed to avow 
our belief that the unprecedented victories which are daily bringing 
fresh laurels to the temple of Zion, and the brilliant prospects which 
now gladden the souls of the faithful, are given in answer to the con- 
federated petitions of the christian community. How strong the en- 


couragement !—how imperative the duty! 
A. 


INTRODUCTION OF THE GOSPEL INTO ENGLAND. 


OF this matter some account has been given in the preceding num- 
ber of the Luminary. Proof was there adduced that the gospel had 
been planted in Britain at a very early period of the christian era. 
But whether Joseph of Arimathea, or Pomponia, the wife of one of 
the generals of Claudius, or the apostle Paul, was the angel of mercy 
in an event so important to the welfare of our ancestors and ourselves, 
cannot, perhaps, with certainty, be decided. It is, indeed, not impro- 
bable, that each of these imparted the knowledge of the christian faith 
to a portion of the inhabitants of that country, without any acquaint. 
ance at the time with what was done by the others—almost simuita- 
neously. Not very remote from the same, period, possibly earlier, 
christianity appears to have found its way into Wales. In support of 
this fact, the following quotation from the Appendix to the third vol- 
ume of Howell’s History of the Bible, is offered. 

«“ The most calamitous events are often, through the wise direction 
of a superintending Providence, productive of the most important and 
happy consequences. Caractacus, king of the Britons, was, through 
the treachery of Cartismandua, queen of the Brigantes, betrayed into 
the hands of his enemies, and carried captive to Rome. His father, Bran 
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(or Branus), his wife, children, and brothers, shared in this calamity, 
and remained prisoners there for seven years, while the great apostle 
of the gentiles was successfully planting the standard of the gospel 
in the capital of the world. An opportunity thus afforded to those 
illustrious Britons, of attending the first preachers of christianity, 
Branus, and others of his family, were converted to the faith, and on 
their return, introduced the gospel into Wales. On this account, 
Bran or Branus, is called, in the venerable and uncorrupted chronicles 
of Wales, one of the three blessed sovereigns of Britain. Cyllin, or 
St. Cyllin, son of Caractacus, and Eigen his daughter, were also among 
the first to establish christianity among their unenlightened country- 
men. The latter is accounted the first female saint in Britain. On 
their return from Rome, they brought with them, A. D. 70, Ilid, a 
Jewish christian, and Cynday, another convert, to assist in preaching 
the gospel, 

« Towards the close of the second century, Lleirwg, the son of Coel 
ab Cyllin, called Lieuver Mawr, and Lles, or Saint Lucius, prince of 
the Silures, formed the laudable design of diffusing the knowledge of 
the Christian faith generally over his dominions. In order to further 
the grand design, he sent over to Rome for the assistance of some able 
teachers; whereupon Eleutherius sent Dyvan, Fagan, Medwy, and El- 
van for that purpose. The first Christian church was built by Lleirwg, 
at Lilanday, “ under national protection, right, and privilege.” On 
this account, Lleirwg was ranked with Bran and Cadwaledr, under the 
appellation of the three blessed princes of the isle of Britain. 

«“ This account is found in authentic documents still extant in the 
ancient British language, called, “ Trioedd Ynys Prydain,”’ the Welsh 
Triads ; and “ Bonedd y Sant,” The Genealogy of the British Saints. 
See the above names in the Cambrian Biography, by Mr. W. Owen, 
F.A.S. Evan. Mag. November 1806, p. 506, 507. See also Tertui- 
lian contra Judaeos, Venerable Bede, Gildas the Britain, and Fox in 
his Martyrology, who all agree, that the gospel was planted in Britain 
at a very early period, and, most probably, during the first century.”’ 
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REVIEW. 








DR. CHALMERS’ DISCOURSES. 


THE design of presenting the readers of the Luminary with a re- 
view of the aStonishing discourses of Dr. Chalmers of Glasgow, had 
been contemplated. Upon further reflection, however, it was appre- 
hended, that our limits could scarcely admit a review sufficiently ex- 
tended, for an adequate consideration of the unusual manner and un- 
usual track pursued by the author. Let the discourses themselves be 
read: though not beyond the reach of legitimate criticism, they 
carry with them their own eulogy. At the same time, the following 
extract from BLackwoopn’s Magazine, it is believed, will not be un- 
acceptable, 

“In every step of his progress he scems to dissolve, by the touch 
of his magic wand, that stony sleep of lethargy in which some noble 
feeling of our nature had for a season been entranced. He gives us 
no new arguments, no new images, but he scatters the vivid rays of 
poetic splendour over those which, by the very frequency of repetition, 
had ceased to have any power either upon our reason or our fancy. 
We are lost in a vague maze of wonder, how it should happen that 
all these things seemed so trivial to us before—how arguments so con- 
vincing should have appeared weak, or images so appalling should 
have passed tamely and dimly before our eyes. 

“ Tt arises not from the weakness, but the will of Chalmers, that he 
very seldom keeps us long at the summit of this elevation. He seems 
to be insensible that the splendours which he has revealed to us are 
either new or dazzling. His genius regards the universe as its birth- 
right, and he has no undue partiality for the richer and more magnifi- 
cent regions of his domain. With the same overpowering sweep of 
mastery, he brings us at once from the heaven to the earth, and from 
the earth to the heaven ; and however majestic may have been his ele- 
vation, he has not the air of feeling any degradation from his descent. 
He compels us indeed ta follow his footsteps into the basest tracks of 
mortality, and lays open the infirmities, the frailties, the errours, the 
vilenesses of our nature, with the keen indignation of a Juvenal, no less 

willingly than he has already inflamed and purified our spirits with 
the angelic enthusiasm of a Milton. But there is diffused over the 
humblest of his representations a redeeming breath of Christian sub- 
limity, a thousand times more ennobiing than all the stern and unbend- 
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ing dignities of the Porch. He does not, like the philosophers of old, 
confine all grandeur to contemplation ; he clothes witi:i majesty the 
most common offices of life, and teaches that the meanest of bis chris- 
tian hearers may exert, in the bosom of his family, and in the manly 
perseverance of painful labour, virtues more lofty and divine than 
were ever called up by the pure spirit of the Stagyrite, or ever floated 
among the mystical and foreboding dreams of Plato. These are 
things which fli the walls of his church with crowds the most min- 
gled, yet the most harmonious, that were ever collected together for 
social enjoyment or social good. It is this that makes the wise and 
the great come to have their souls fed like infants by the liberal hand 
of his genius, and makes the poor man and the ignorant steal from the 
precious moments of his week-day toil, that his spirit may be sustain- 
ed and kindled >y the inspiring voice of Chalmers. He is not the 
preacher of any one class: he is the common orator of man. 

“ Were our hearts, indeed, as dead and as cold as monuinecntal mar- 
ble, they could not fail to sympathize with such a preacher. He has 
given up his soul to the full sway of his emotions, and he summons 
from the depths of a convulsed. spirit things more awful, as well as 
more lovely, than could ever be dreamed by the ordinary mind of 
man. Weneed only to look upon him, to see that his heart is burst- 
ing with the deluge of his zeal. His countenance giares with the 
feeling of unutterable things; his voice quivers, and his limbs trem- 
ble: and we perceive that he is in the agony of inspiration. 

_ Tt has, we know, been said by some, that Chalmers has in his no- 
ble Astronomical Discourses, all along combatted a phantom, and that 
those objections to the truth of christianity have never been raised, 
which it is their object to overthrow. On this very account are his 
discourses invaluable. The objections which he combats are not so 
much the clear, distinct, and decided averments of infidelity, as they 
are the confused, glimmering, and disturbing fears and apprehensions 
of noble souls, bewildered among the boundless magnificence of the 


‘wniverse.” 


THE HISTORY OF BAPTISM, 
BY ROBERT ROBINSON, 


First published in England in 1790, has again been ushered into 


public notice. It has appeared in the course of the past year, edited 


by David Benedict, A.M., a brother whose labours in collecting a his- 
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tory of our denomination, have been justly appreciated by all our 
churches. A review of this volume may be found in the American 
Baptist Magazine. We have been edified and delighted with the 
discriminating acumen, the impartial statements, and the enlightened 
orthodoxy the review discovers. Sucha production we consider to be 
as necessary and seasonable, as it is ingenious and correct. Its length, 
extending at least through fifteen or sixteen pages, renders the inser- 
tion of the whole impracticable. 

When treating on parables, divines have taught us to distinguish 
between their scufe and their drafery. The scope of Mr. Robin- 
son’s work we have always admired, but the drapery has been ever 
exccptionabie. He has hung round the fair form of christianity and 
the beautiful institute of baptism, the garments of purple, and has 
crowned them with thorns. He has presented us with a medley car- 
go of gold and silver; apes and peacocks. He has endeavoured to 
dash thesacred chalice of the sanctuary with the poison of errour ; or, 
to use words of the late Mr. Fuller, quoted in the review before us, 
it is probable “ that the subversion of what is called orthodoxy, and 
the vindication or palliation of every thing which in every age has 
been called by the name of heresy, were the objects of Mr. Robinson 
in writing his History of Baptism, and what has since been published 
under the title of Ecclesiastical Researches.” 

We are gratified to observe, that Mr. Benedict has excluded from 
his edition a number of the author’s geographical whimsies, and still 
more so to find he has enriched it with a few valuable observations ; 
and by translating several of the notes of the author, has placed their 
sense within the reach of the unlettered reader. Still the work bears 
resemblance to the sweep-net mentioned in Matt. xiii. 47. It has 
“ pathered of every kind.” To collect the“ good into vessels,” and 
“ cast the bad away,” is the duty of all who peruse it. The writer of 
the review, we have good reason to believe, was the reverend Ira 
Chase, a young brother of sound learning, of evangelic principles, 
and of correct discernment, whose health and life we trust will long 
be preserved, as a blessing to the church of God. 

While the talents of Mr. Robinson, his literary acquirements, and 
his opportunies for obtaining information are fully admitted, the au- 
thor of the review justly observes, that the work “ has much redun- 
dant matter. It sometimes presents minute, critical remarks, that 
are but little to the purpose, and seem tobe of no possible use but to 
exhibit the author’s acquaintance with languages. He wanders often 
from the subject, and bewilders the reader by leading him aside to 
view a multitude of objects which have no special connexien with a 
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history of baptism.”” The reviewer refutes a notion entertained by 
the author, that the original Greek word for baptism cannot be trans- 
lated, and that John did not know Christ until after he had baptised 
him. Several mistakes relative to Tertullian, Cyprian, the Donatists 
and Augustine, are properly corrected. The erroneous views of Mr. 
Robinson relative to the divinity of Christ, and the depravity of man, 
are ably and ingeniously exposed. The sentiment that private chris- 
tians may administer the ordinance of baptism, and that churches 
require no “ fundamental articles,” are, in our judgment, fairly and 
fully refuted. 

Had an abridgment of “the History of Baptism” been published 
similar to that which we know—having seen the copy—the late Dr. 
Jones, of Lower Dublin, Pennsylvania, actually prepared for the press, 
in which all exceptionable passages were expunged, and only mere 
matters of fact supported by incontestible authorities retained, we are 
convinced that its usefulness would have been superiour. The work, 
however, as now issued, deserves not indiscriminating censure. It 
contains many most interesting passages, and merits the perusal of all 
the disciples of Jesus who are desirous of knowing the will of their 
master, and who wish to collect a body of unquestionable facts relative 
to the history of one of the sacred institutions which his wisdom and 
goodness have ordained to be observed in his church to the end of 
time. The baptist denomination most decidedly agree with their 
evangelic brethren, in asserting and defending the doctrines of the 
apostacy of man, and the proper divinity and infinite sufficiency of the 
Son of God. Mr. Robinson was once professedly of their number. 
He was the author of several popular gospel hymns; and, if our me- 
mory serve, of a Plea for the Divinity of Christ. His sun was for a 
long time brilliant; but, alas! it suffered a melancholy eclipse, and 
went down ina cloud of darkness. 








MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 








MISSION TO THE WESTWARD OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 


THIS mission appears likely to obtain footing at St. Louis, and the prospect of 
usefulness is great and animating. From the missionaries at that place, com- 
munications have been received, from which the following extracts are furnished. 
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From Messrs. Peck and Welch to the Cor. Sec. dated St. Louis, Feb. 21, 1818. 


Accompanrine this, we transmit a subscription, &c. the object of which you. 
will at once understand. [The object of this subscription paper is, to procure | 
funds for the erection of a suitable building for public worship. It is sincerely 
hoped the effort will not be in vain. } 

We have constituted a baptist church of eleven members. But we have no 
house in which to worship God, except a school-room, and that we rent. Our 
hearers continue to increase, so that “the place has become too strait for us,” 
and we are ready to say, “ give place, that we may dwell.” 

Although we have a subscription in circulation, so few appear on the Lord’s 
side, in St. Louis, that, unless our friends from a distance lend their aid, an ob- 


ject so desirable in the commencement of our mission cannot, we fear, be at- 


tained. 

Notwithstanding the frequent calls of this kind in your city, we still cherish 
the hope that some will be disposed to contribute their bounty, to be sent over to 
this western Macedonia for our relief. Let them remember, that “the liberal 
soul shall be made fat,” and that “ he that watereth, shail be watered himself,” 
while our prayer shall continually ascend for their prosperity. 

It is no small pleasure to inform you, that the health of brother Peck is once 
more established. He is quite hearty, but not quite as strong yet as befure 
his sickness. 

Our affairs as it respects the mission are more prosperous than we anticipated. 
We must acknowledge the hand of the Lord is with us. Yesterday we found 
that one of our students was under serious impressions. He is a sober, intellj- 
gent young man, and apprenticed to one of our church members. 

The second Sabbath in March, we commenced a sabbath school for the Afri- 
cans. Brother Welch has preached several times in the country, from ten to 
fifteen miles distance, and we have recently heard that a man there is convicted 
of sin. Still we wish not to be elated. We have our trials and difficulties. It 
is no small trial to us that our expenses are so great; but we make it a rule to 
purchase nothing but absolute necessarics. It is hoped our school, next quarter, 
will begin to afford us some profit. 


————- + eo 


From Mr. Welch, dated St, Louis, Feb. 10, 1818. 


Tuose who live in this place, and those who fill up the vast extent of country 
between this and Boon’s Lick, as properly need the gospel, as do the Indians or 
the Burmans. 

Tet us take thé field before us; and if the “ Lord of the harvest” should send 
forth a sufficient number of labourers, and crown them with success, I would 
gladly continue on to the west, and willingly lay my bones in some lonely Pacifi¢ 
isle. 

Brother Peck, even before being able to walk much, having entered the school, 
J obtained an interpreter, and went a little way up to visit the encampment of the 
Vor. L—N?®. IT. M 
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chief of the Sacks tribe, from Rock river. All I could Tearn was, that he could 
not think of admitting English teachers into his nation, without first consulting 
his fellow chiefs: The interpreter, however, told me he heard the chief say he 
had two sons whom he wished to send to school. Iam to have another interview 
with him to-morrow. 

When I commenced meeting in the school-room about a month ago, while 
brother Peck was sick, only six or eight persons made up the congregation. 
Now, the room will not hold them. 

My brother, ask our patrons—ask our fellow students, and all our missionary 
friends and brethren, to pray for us; for I feel as, though we were in the very 
place where the Lord would have us be. We are encouraged, too, by the in. 
crease of the congregation, and the solemn attention manifested, and are led te 
believe that God has much people in this place. The appearance in the country 
is equally flattering. 


—— + ae — 


From Mr. Peck, dated St. Louis, Januury 23, 1818. 
’ 3 Jd ’ 


St. Louis contains more than three thousand souls, many of whem are quite 
ignorant of the gospel of Christ. Here is a wide field, besides several places in 
the country, only a few miles distant, where much good may be done. We have 
a meeting and school established, which promise to increase. 

In case we should obtain any Indian youth, which we have hopes of, to attend 
our school, an establishment back in the country would be indispensable, as they 
could not be supported in St. Louis. With respect to schools, | think there is a 
wide field opening; but the charity of the public must be received to effect any 
important good. Aiso,a system must be adopted and pursued. But to carry 
this system torward, money is necessary, which it is desirable to obtain, as far as 


practicable, without resorting to the mission funds. Will not the liberality of 


the public supply us? We need a school-house, a dwelling-house, and some land 
at the mission station. Books for the school must be had. If we have Indian 
scholars, considerable expense will be necessary for their support. By what ! 
have been able to learn, the Delawares and Shawnees, two tribes of Indians about 
twenty or thirty miles to the northwest and southwest of Cape Girardeau, and 
one hundred and forty from St. Louis, are willing to have schools established 
among them, and are even desirous that their children should receive instruction. 
If a few Indian youth could be qualified for teachers, who knows what good migh: 
be done! : 


From Mr. M‘Coy, neur Vincennes, March 3, 1818. 


Mr. M‘Coy appears actively engaged in arranging and entering on a plan of 
extensive and energetic operations among the Wabash Indians. The prospect 
appears inviting, especially to those whose vigour of mind, and zealous determina- 
tions, become more prompt and decisive in view of difficulties and obstructions. 
In a recent letter, he observes, that he is sensible of his duty to communicate to 
the Board his plaus, hopes and prospects, without reserve, and is determined to be 
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governed by their instruction. He is aware that if his scheme fails entirely, he 
will, like many better men, upon attempting great things, be obliged to bear the 
sport of his enemies, and pity of his friends. But when foreboding and appa- 
rently insurmountable difficulties “ threaten to plunge all in ruin,” he proposes 
going with Zerubbabel to see the great mountain levelled toa plain. When San- 
ballat and Tobiah, by insidious attempts and false rumours, would make him 
afraid, he proposes going in company with Nehemiah. When he realizes pain and 
hardship, he will visit Gethsemane ! And, should he have the happiness to see the 
fruit of his labours, it will be his joy to say, not unto us, not unto us, but unto 


thy name, O, Lord / be all the glory. 


From Mr. Ranaldson to the Cor. Sec. dated St. Francisville, Jan. 19, 1818. 


I snovutp have written several weeks sooner, but was induced to defer it, 
in order to communicate at this time, certain information of importance. In 
September last, after writing to you from the city of Natchez, I finished my tour 
through the Mississippi state, for the purpose of preaching to the destitute, and 
of making collections for the mission; and returned to this neighbourhood, 
where I have been chiefly engaged in preaching at the graves of the deceased, or 
trom house to house, where the open doors of hospitable families invited my re- 
ception. Solemn attention has been paid generally to the public worship of God. 
A few souls among us, who have been long waiting for the consolation of Israel, 
have been refreshed with the presence of the Lord; whilst some others, who were 
considered strangers from the covenants of promise, appear now to be inquiring 
the way to Zion with their faces thiilerward. My field of labour is constantly 
enlarging. I would cry tor help in the languave of the man of Macedonia, if my 
feeble voice could be heard by my brethren: ior truly the harvest is great, but 
the labourers are few! 

In October I attended the Mississippi Asscciation, which convened on Bogue 
Chitto, about eighty miles from this place. It was my wish and intention to go 
on,.from that meeting, to the Creek nation, pursuant to the instructions I had re- 
ceived from the Board, to visit, if practicable, such Indian settlements as might 
not be found too remote. But the sickness of my family at the time prevented 
me from going. ‘The matter, however, being submitted to the association, ex- 
cited deep und general interest in that body. ‘The propriety of doing something 
without delay, was urged by the manifest dictates of divine Providence, which 
moved the association to appoint two brethren, the Rev. Thomas Mercer, and 
Benjamin Davis, to visit the Creeks. 

Vhese brethren accordingly set out on their mission, the 26th of October, with 
instructions from the association: and on the 1lth of November, they arrived at 
Tucabatcha, the chief town of the nation, arid seat of the Big-warrior, After ex- 
piaining to him the benevolent object of their visit, they baptised one of his 
slaves named William, (a negro of good character and much esteemed by his big- 
inaster) and then proceeded to Curnels’s settlements, 15 miles from the chief 
town. ‘They were accompanied Ly a brother, Laprade, a merchant who resides 
in Fort Jackson, is well known among the Creeks as a tradcr, and appears to have 
tleir entire confidence. The company of this brother as interpreter, contributed 
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in no small degree to the unsuspecting reception of our missionaries. ‘hey were 
permitted, on the 12th, to preach in Curnels’s house, to a mixed crowd of Indians, 
half-breeds, negroes, and:a few whites. The next day, they heard the gracious 
experience of seven blacks, (four men, and three women) and baptised them. 
These were immediately constituted into a church. Charles was ordained their 
pastor, and Tyler their deacon. Both are preachers; but neither of them can 
read. Charles is suid to be quite intelligent, and has a happy faculty for com- 
municating his ideas, both in the Creek and English languages. These poor dis- 
ciples rejoiced with exceeding great joy, that white men were sent to them to in. 
struct them more fully in the ways of the Lord. From the best information, it 
appears, that these negroes were raised among the Creeks, and received their 
knowledge of christianity from a religious slave who belonged to Col. Hawkins, 
the former agent. William, the slave of the Big-warrior, is a preacher likewise. 

General David B. Mitchel, the present agent of the Crecks, is about to establish 
a school at the agency, having already consulted the chieis on the subject. The 
Big-warrior has consented for our missionaries to establish a school also, when re- 
commended by the agent. The Rev. Isaac Sutler, who lives on the west side of 
the Talepoosa, and about twenty-five miles from the Creek African Church, has 
agreed to visit them every third Sabbath, for the current year. He is both a 
farmer and a gunsmith, works for the Indians, is familiar to their customs, and 
seems to possess their confidence and affection. 

F.xcept the present hostility of the Seminoles, all other circumstances appear to 
me favourable to the undertaking of a Creek mission. At atime when christian 
denominations are much engaged to civilize, and to evangelize the poor abori- 
gines of our flourishing country; when the general government yields a favourable 
countenance to Indian reform, by offering pecuniary assistance to Missionary ex- 
ertions ; surely something must be done for that long neg/ected, severely persecuted 
race of human beings! 

The Lord has, I trust, begun a good work in this region; and I] esteem it a hap- 
piness that my lot has been cast among the destitute by a wise and benign Provi- 
dence. 

On the second of November, we constituted a church with the assistance of 
Rev. D. Cooper, which is the first in this section of the country. The number 
was small, but equal to that saved in Noah’s ark, and not to be despised ; for a 
little one shall become a thoueand, and a smaji one a strong nation. Yesterday I 
preached in my ownhired house (one mile from town) from Acts the xxii. 16th, 
and administered the ordinance of baptism to two ladies, the first baptised con- 
verts in the vicinity. ‘The place selected for beptising was not the Mississippi 
river, because there is too much water there ; but it was a beautiful pool in my 
yard. Much curiosity was excited on this occasion. Though a rainy day, a so- 
lemn congregation encircled the water, to sce the ordinance performed. Baptism 
was thought by many to bea certain kind of dipping which would provoke ridi- 
cule and laugliter. But I saw no laughing, no kind of levity in the crowd. On 
the contrary, the solemnity of death was depicted in every couatenance! I ob- 
served more weeping around the watery grave, than what [I bad seen at the late 
funeral solemnities of deceased relatives! Vhe heavens seemed to be opened, 
and tokens of love and affection poured out, whilst the female disciples rejoiced 
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ing for baptism: waiting with impatience, and bowing with suppliant knee to 
masters for permission to follow the imitable examples of the blessed Jesus. 

An old negro slave called Billy, has been an instrument of blessing to many of 
his fellow servants in this neighbourhood. Before the Americans had possession 
of West Florida, he was not allowed to teach or pray vocally, even in his own hut. 
But of late he has been permitted to teach the poor negroes the way of salvation 
through the Mediator. 

We enjoyed a happy season of refreshment at the association in October. The 
business was conducted with great harmony and brotherly affection. The asso- 
ciation entered into a resolution to publish a “Summary of Church Discipline.” 
They also with unanimous consent agreed to raise by subscription, “ an education 
fund for the benefit of gospel ministers.” About eight hundred dollars were sub- 
scribed, including a donation of five hundred dollars from Rey. David Cooper, 
who is a zealous promoter of this benevolent object. 


soe 
GENERAL MISSIONARY iNTELLIGENCE. 
From Rev. Dr. Carcy to the Cor. Secretary, dated Calcutta, 25th Nov. 1817. 


I HAVE omitted writing to you till Lam ashamed: yet it has not arisen 
irom indifference to you, but from absolute inability for want of time, principally 
occasioned by my many avocations, and by a number of family circumstances 
which have demanded a more than ordinary degree of attention. You are dear 
to me, and have been ever since we first met together, a little before my first 
sailing to this country. 

Little did either you or I suppose at that time, the ensuing quarter of a 
century would have been productive of the great things which we have witnessed ; 
for when I compare the present time with the state of religion then, I must call 
what we now see great things. A mission was then ventured on, as a kind of ex- 
periment, with fear and trembling ; and was in its iulancy preserved, though in ex- 
treme weakness, by the kiad providence of God, from sinking inte ruin; for 
scarcely any thing of even the most necessary n:.ture, for the support of this mis- 
sion, was provided, We were actually cast at first upon Providence; not that 
our brethren were unconcerned about us, they cared very affectionately for us; 
but merely from their inexperience. God, however, provided, and he did much 
more ; he inclined the hearts of cur brethren of different denominations to engage 
in similar undertakings, and we have seen in England the rise of the London Mis- 
sion Society, the Edinburgh Society, the Church of England Society, and that of 
the Methodists. The impulse hence given to the religious feelings of the chris- 
tian public, in time produced the British and Foreign Bible Society, which ramity- 
ing in every direction, has filled the world with its different branches, or with si- 
milar institutions. Thus we now s¢e England and America abounding with Mis- 
sionary Societies, and the whole world with Bile Secieties ; and there is a pros- 
pect that in a reasonable time, all the nations of the earth will read in their owa 
tongues the wonderful works of God. Russia may be said to have undergone a 
religious revolution. The efforts of the Russian Bible Society will meet with 
tose now making in India on the tops of the Himaluya mountains, the Imaus of 
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the Greeks; and it is probable, will embrace all the nations on the continent of 
Asia. Iam also happy to be able to say that I am acquainted with more than one 
who is engaged in translating the word of God into the different dialects of the 
Malay language, which we now confidently expect will soon be followed by trans- 
lations into the other languages of the islands. 

When the work was first engaged in, it was uncertain whether it was practica- 
ble to preach the gospel to heathen nations. It was not certain that there was an 
open door foy this work upon the earth: but so graciously has God superintended 
this work, that every door has opened, almost at the first attempt, and there are 
now but few places on the earth where natural or political obstacles operate to any 
great extent. So anxious are the inhabitants of India to obtain bibles and other 
books, that no efforts at present within the power of all the presses in India uni- 
ted, can do any thing like supplying the demand. 

An uncommon concern for the education of the rising generation, now prevails 
in India. We have at least a hundred schools belonging to our mission, all sup- 
ported by funds raised in India, and there are many belonging to those of other 
denominations. Some time ago a society was formed, called the Calcutta School 
Book Society, the object of which is to translate or otherwise furnish in the ver- 
nacular languages of India, school books, from those contaming the first rudi- 
ments of science to those which lead to the very highest branches of it. Already 
the abridgments of Goldsmith’s History of England, and of Rome, are in a course 
of translation by this society : | have undertaken the superintendence of them, and 
by ourselves several valuable works on education have been printed independently 
of the School Book Society. 

We have to lament that the work of conversion does not keep pace with the 
increase of ministers. There is, however, stili a great want of men to publish the 
gospel. I mean men who know the language, and ‘eel deeply for the conversion 
of the heathen. Il rejoice that all power is in the hand of God, and that the Sa- 
viour who laid down his life for the church, is the head over all things, for the 
church, which is his body. As things are, it would do your soul good to be pre- 
sent sometimes when inquirers come to my house. This evening I had seven, four 
of whom, a Brahman, a Soodra, a Mussulman, und one called a Portuguese, but 
in reality of no cast, came for the first time; they have heard the word for months, 
and appear truly hopeful. 


From fr. Lawson, dated Calcutta, June 23d, 1817. 


We have many things to mourn over; but, thanks to our Redeemer, we have 
siso some things to rejoice in. Our labours are not in vain amung'st the soldiers. 
If spared to next month} hope to baptise 13 or 14 persons ; Europeans, natives, 
Portuguese, and what is here called country born. 1 am now able to read the 
scriptures in public, and to talk a little about Jesus in private. 

Prethren Judson and Hough are doing very well for the Burmans. 1 know not 
ef two more industrious aid persevering missioners. They possess great faith, 
and 1 ehink God will reward that faith with souls ; for I never have seen a strong 
exercise of faith labouring long without some success, Mrs. White (Rowe) seems 
to be very happy, «and 1 suppose very useful at Digah, That station was much in 
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Could you not contrive to blow across the mighty ocean, some of the blessed 
spirit which seems to enliven you in America? I read the account of revivals in 
your baptist magazine to the soldiers in Fort William, and longed to “ hear the 
sound of his going in the tops of the mulberry trees.” And truly we were much 
refreshed. It would have done you good to see a number of stout men, who never 
trembled at the cannon’s mouth, shed the honest tear of thankfulness to God for 
doing such wonders among your western christians. 


—»D + oo 


Extract of a letter from Mrs. Rowe, dated Digah, Oct. 17, 1817. 


Wits regard to the spread of the gospel among the Hindoos, we have hope 
that its influence is greater than appears ostensibly, as their prejudices are 
giving way, and a strange face often appears among those who come up hither to 
worship the true God; and the attempt to afford instruction to them, in its 
effects, bears a strong analogy to the “ leaven hid in three measures of meal.” 
In addition to my labours in our boarding school at Digah, I am endeavouring to 
do what I can towards informing a few native females who come at regular school 
hours to sew, and to read their mother language. From the small beginning of 
one little girl, (Simatria) two other little girls and two women have come ; one of 
whom is a mother, and brings her infant at her breast. They all belong to the 


@ ative christians and inquirers on our premises. For this purpose there is not as 


yet any specific fund; but to enable and encourage me to persevere in the under- 
taking, a few of the ladies at Dinapore have offered a yearly subscription. The 
known friends of the cause who possess means, are too few to form a socicty for 
its support to any great extent. Should any society in America be disposed to 
contribute towards the support and enlargement of this infant native female 
school, a little pecuniary aid from time to time, will be acceptable in its behalf; 
and what money may not be wanted immediately, shall be conscientiously funded 
and put to interest for this object. 


Me? + 


From Mr. Chamberlain to the Cor. Sec’y. dated Monghyr, April 30th, 1817. 


I cannoT express low interested I feel in all that respects your happy, highly 
favoured country, but especially in all that relates to the progress of Immanucl’s 
kingdom therein, for on this depends the harmony, unity, stability and prosperity 
of the states. The moral misery of the people in the western country, must be 
very great, destitute of the bible as it appears they have always been; but, it is 
rejoicing to the heart, to sce their day dawning, and to expect the rising of the 
Sun of Righteousness upon them. 

Our Divine master has wondrously succeeded your efforts, and, I think, far ex- 
ceeded your former most sanguine hopes. You will meet with opposition, espe- 
cially from those who may be termed the irrcligious religious. They like to live 
on the king’s bounty in cantonments, but have no heart to take the field in his 
Majesty’s service; they prefer sitting in the shade, to pelting inthe sun. We 
must leave them and “ go forward.” The good Lord in his mercy bring them up 
in the rear, that they may have some portion in this glorious work, and though 
late, better late than never—better among the last, than not at all. 
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Much of my time has been taken up in the work in which I am engaged, i. e. in 
preparing two translations. Many things occur to obstruct my progress ; but the 
work is progressing, though so slowly that it is a daily trial to my sanguine dis- 
position. One of the translations, (the Brij Bhasha) I write, and to the other I 
employ an amanuensis. This I have not long began. But Matthew and Mark 
are ready, and Luke is in hand, in which I have been at work all this day, and 
have got over from the 25th verse of the 10th chap. to the close of the 11th chap. 
In the evening [ rode out and preached to a few poor people, boat builders, who 
heard with great attention. In the beginning of the year I accompanied a friend 
up the river as far as Mirzapore, and was out about two months. During which 
time I had a grand campaign, both among Europeans and natives. To the former 
I preached at three stations, 12 or 13 sermons, and was otherwise engaged amongst 
others, to promote the cause of truth and righteousness with much encourage- 
ment. Amongst the natives I was regularly engaged in preaching and distributing 
the gospel and tracts, almost daily, now on this side of the river, and now on that. 
A large chest of ammunition was expended. Three cities were attacked, and 
with{considerable success. Ghazeepore, Benares, and Mirzapore. Every where 
I found the people willing to hear, and frequently very eager to receive tracts 
and gospels. Probably two thousand tracts, and two or three hundred gospels were 
sent abroad in this journey amongst an immense population. Benares itself con- 
tains 7 or 800,000 souls. The journey and the work, with the kind attentions of 
my friend, were very beneficial to my body, as well as refreshing to my soul. 
Preaching to the poor heathen has always been to me both gladness and health. 

At Monghyr I am much engaged at home, especially during the present season 
of the year, as the heat is great and the wind in general very unfavourable to the 
work in the streets or highways. 

Mingham Misser, a person who was at first employed as a school master, but 
owing to his attachment to the sacred scriptures did not succeed, is employed as 
a reader of the holy book; in which work he is very diligent, and affords me 
abundant satisfaction. At present he is not baptised; why he delays I know not 
exactly, but in all other things he appears to be a truly converted man. He is a 
man ofrespectable connexions, though in reduced circumstances, with aconsider- 
able family. Some of his relations oppose him much ; others think well of him 
still, and esteem him, but are afraid to associate with him. He is a Brahman, well 
known all over the country around, and his decided conduct thus far, has had’an 
astonishing effect upon the people, in exciting their fears and suspicions. How 
it would delight your heart to sce him, coming a good mile every morning to 
worship, with his New Testament, tracts, and hymns under his arm, and here 
sitting with all the gravity, and modesty, and humility, and cheerfulness of a 
christian, uniting in the solemn exercises! He is daily engaged in reading and 
conversation with persons who call on him from all the places around. He has 
read the New Testament through twice, with uncommon attention, and the 
Pentateuch, Job, Psalms, and Proverbs, and the historical books through once, 
and repeats some of the principal facts or topics with great precision. Blessed 
Saviour, be merciful to him, and speedily bring him into thy church, and place 
him with thy saints! Two or three others are engaged in reading the words of 


Jesus, Which are spirit and life. I rejoice in hope. 





Ce a ed 




























rs 


~~ PF 


Den al 


gO 





Bible Intelligence. 
‘ 


BIBLE INTELLIGENCE. 


BROM THE CORRESPONDENCE OF THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN 
BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Extract fiom the Sixth Report of the Calcutta .tuxiliary Bible Society. 


«“ TO the members of this and every other Bible Association, as well as to all 
persons entrusted in the diffusion of that knowledge which alone can be instru- 
mental to the eternal happiness of man, it must afford the highest gratification, 
that many‘of the nations of India, Mahonimedans as well as Hindoos, evince not 
only a willing, but a solicitous disposition to receive and peruse such versions of 
the Holy Scriptures as are intelligible to them. And the friends of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society will rejoice to hear, that of 500 copies of the late 
Rey. Henry Martin's Hindoostance translation of the New Testament, which 
were printed in the Persian character at the expense of that Society in the year 
1814, so few now remain undistributed, that the Corresponding Committee, 
at this Presidency, have already found it necessary to order another edition, to 
the same extent. 

“The noble example given to Europe and Asia by the Russian Bible Society, 
its patronage in church and state, its numerous auxiliaries, the activity of its 
members and agents, the wide field of its labours, and above all, the spirit and 
zeal which prompt and direct its operations, render it an object of peculiar inte- 
rest. That interest is most lively to those who have contemplated the spread of 
the gospel in the oriental parts of the globe: and the members of this local 
association, in particular, cannot but feel the purest satisfaction in finding thems 
selves addressed by a sister community from Russia, in the following terms :—- 
“ However far separated, we consider ourselves as fellow lxbourers with you, in 
the great and glorious work of extending the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, 
by disseminating the oracles of divine truth ; and great as is the distance between 
St. Petersburg and Calcutta, we hope, ere long, to meet you, in sowing the word 
of eternal life, in Armenia, Persia, and Tartary.” 


— 


From Frankfort, November 6, 1817. 


I cannot let this opportunity pass, without giving you some account of what 
took place at the commemoration of the third centenary of the Reformation. To 
add to its solemnity I had some time before submitted a proposal to our commit- 
tee, whether it would not be adviseable, on the day of that festival, to make, at the 
principal Lutheran church, a public distribution of bibles to young people, and 
particularly to those whose parents, on agcount of the heavy pressure of the times, 
had it not in their power to procure a bible forthem. This proposal was, to my 
great joy, very readily agreed to; and I was commissioned to provide the requi- 
site number of copies. Although it was thought that two hundred, at most, 
might be sufficient, I took care to have five hundred bound ; and though the noti- 
fication of our intention could be issued only a few days before it was to be carried. 
into effect, such a number of children presented themselves in order to partake 
of the proffered boon, that they amounted to upwards of four hundred ; in addi- 
tion to which, the parents of some, in decent circumstances, offered to pay, with 
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pleasure, for the copies, that the bible on that day might be given to their chil. 
dren, as a lasting memorial of the festival of the Reformation. 

The Rev. Mr. Bencknard, a member of our committee, opened the solemnity, 
at fuur o’clock, with an address ; after which the distribution of four hundred 
and seventy-five bound copies took place. Pious emotions pervaded the whole 
assembly. The children received the bibles with tears of joy and gratitude.— 
A pious lady of rank made her way through the crowd to the altar, carrying her 
littie boy in her arms, in order to have the gratification of receiving a bible. A 
thousand bibles would not have been sufficient to satisfy the desire of all Parents 
and children appear every day, and anxiously inquire aftera bible. In short, there 
is a general longing after the bible ; and on this occasion it has been shown, that 
the sacred volume is more scarce in many families than could have been supposed. 

A person of rank brought me a denation of 60 florins, (about $26 60 cts ) and 
many parents paid double the price for a copy. This circumstance will, no 
doubt, increase the number of members, as many will now be made more acquaint- 
ed with the real object of the Bible Society. 


From a Calmuc Prince ta the President of the Russian Bible Society. 


On the 10th of the first Tiger month, I received with pleasure the letter you 
wrote me on the first day of the Mouse month, in the last Wooden Swine year, 
together with two copies of the history of the merciful God, Jesus Christ, trans- 
lated into our Mongolian language ; one bound in yellow, the other in red. You 
desire me, for my own benefit, to read in this book, which contains the word of 
God, and to afford my subjects an opportunity to hear it, and learn from it also. 

In obedience to this command, I have not only myself read the word and doc- 
trines of the all merciful God, Jesus Christ, but have given one of the copies to 
our lama, who reads it with the priests Respecting my subjects, I wished te 
assemble them together, this winter, in order to have this book read to them; 
but on account of the severity of the season, that is not practicable. 

In the course of four months, the chief part of my people will go upon a pil- 
grimage, to be present at the celebration ofa religious festival, and assemble for 
the purpose of praying. At that time, I shall have the book read to the people 
congregated for such a pious purpose, and in this manner obey your injunctions. 

I shall not neglect, through the grace of God, giving you an account of the 
effect produced, and pray to Him, that he may have mercy on me. 

(Signed,) TUMEN DSHIR GALANG. 
Writt'nin mine own solid habitation, in the island of Shambay, the first of last 
Tiger month, of the Fire Mouse year. [January 4, 1817.] 


re = 


Inquiry excited among the natives of Ceylon. 


In the district of Jaffna, several Hindoos have shown a desire to possess and 
read the New Testament; Buddhists, and even Buddhist priests, apply trequent- 
ly for Cisgaiese scriptures ; and Mahometans have begun to manifest an inclina- 
tion to receive instruction themselves, and to permit their children to partake the 
benefit ot au umproved educauon, Daniel Theophilus, the Mahometan whose 
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conviction was noticed in the appendix to the second Report of this Society, has 
been zealously employed among his late brethren, who begin to look upon him 
with more complacency than they did. He has just completed an elaborate work, 
in which he has collected a great many passages from the Koran, which he gives 
both in Arabic and Tamul, with the passages out of the Bible from which they 
were evidently copied. 








DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


To the Corresponding Secretary of the Board, from the Corresponding Secretary 
of the Washington Mission Society, transmitting the Report of the Jiirectors of 
that Society. 


1 AM specially instructed to communicate to you, and through you to the ge- 
neral Board, the warm approbation of this society in the measure lately adopted 
by them of uniting domestic with foreizn missions, so far as a surplus fund may 
remain, unnecessary for the due support and enlargement of the foreign mission, 
which is of course the primary object; and to state the pleasure they would ex- 
perience, should it be in your power to strengthen the stations already establish- 
ed, and to establish others, on our destitute frontiers. 





Report, &c.—The board of directors of the Washington Baptist Society for 
Foreign Missions, according to their annual custom, beg leave to report to the 
society, that since their last annual meeting, the general Convention of the bape 
tist denomination for the support of foreign missions, have held their first trien- 
nial meeting in Philadelphia, which appears to have been numerously attended 
by delegates from almost all parts of the United States. It appears from the 
printed report of their proceedings, that their meeting was harmonious, and 
strongly evidenced a becoming zeal for the enlargement of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom and the salvation of the heathen. It also appears that the missionary spirit 
has been widely diffused throughout our country, and is still spreading; from 
which circumstance we are more and more convinced that “ tlhe good hand of our 
God is upon us,” and that our “ labours of love shall not be in vain.” The funds 
of the general Convention are prosperous beyond all anticipation; they had at 
their last meeting more than twenty-three thousana dollars on hand after meeting 
the large expenditures necessary for the support and enlargement of the mission 
to Burmah. This prosperity, so evidently owing to the blessing of the Lord upon 
the exertions of his people, has induced the Convention to enlarge the contempla- 
ted field for missionary labours, by instituting new stations among the destitute 
inhabitants of Louisiana and Missouri, and sending missionaries to preach to them 
and to the Indians bordering on the waters of the Mississippi. Will the Lord 
thus furnish the means and the missionaries, without having determined to bless 
their labours? We trust not: on the contrary, we feel assured that the “ time 
has come, the time that the Lord’s house should be built,” and that he is greatly 
hoaoured who is permitted to bring but a handful of goats’ hair to this fabric, 
whose duration shall be eternal. Among the numerous indications that the Lord’s 
time is come to favour Zion, we would mention the establishment of many socie- 
ties similar to our own in all parts of the Union, and throughout the Chrisuan 
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world, many others, whose object is the translation, printing, and diffusing of the 
holy scriptures into every language and into every clime. Many mite socicties, 
composed exclusively of pious and benevolent females, one of which we notice, 
with pleasure, has been recently established in this city, and which promises con. 
siderable aid to the missionary cause. 

While we reflect on these encouraging appearances, and consider how many 
prayers are daily ascending to the throne of grave, to own and prosper these exer. 
tions, and how many hands are held out for their support, we have the greatest 
encouragement, brethren, to persevere in the good cause, and trust that our exer. 
tions will not cease so long as we have a mite to cast into the gospel treasury. 
(Signed, ) 0. B. BROWN, Pres’t. 

4. REYNOLDs, Cor. Sec. 


Ix proportion as the pages of the Lumryary can possibly admit of it, with un. 
feigned satisfaction will the letters from any of those useful associations of 
ladies, in the form of Mission Societies, Mite Societies, Cent Societies, or by 
what title soever designated, whose object is to encourage the missionary cause, 
be introduced.--Nor is it too much to expect, that the armable and zealous 
language of these communications, will happily conduce to the increase of a 
Missionary spirit. 

From the Directress of the Catskill Mite Society to the Board. 

ImpREssEeD in some degree with the worth of immortai souls, and with the 
obligation we are under to serve God, and to do good to our fellow men, we have 
adopted a constitution presented to us by our beloved brother J. M. Peck, and 
formed a society called the Catskill Female Mite Society for Missionary purposes. 
Our object is to assist in sending the gospel to the heathen, by aiding the funds 
of the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions ; and also to advance, in any way that 
may appear expedient, the cause of the Redeemer. 

We are convinced that God is able to carry his purposes into effect without our 
assistance ; yet we believe your missionaries cannot live without bread: and we 
believe if our motives are right, that our actions will be right also, and that God 
will reward our labours of love. Nor can we fail to derive encouragement to the 
exercise of charity, from the approving declaration of our blessed Saviour to 
his disciples concerning the poor widow who cast only two mites into the treasu- 
ty of the Lord. We rejoice in having fellowship with the saints of God, and 
that we have it in our power to do something for the cause of Christ in this 
world. As Phebe, servant of the ciurch at Cenchrea, was bearer of the epistie 
of Paul to the Romans, and Priscilla and Chloe were helpers; so also would we 
feach forth a helping hand, and assist in carrying into effect your laudable design. 
Our aim at present is to aid the mission in Burmah ; not forgetting, however, our 
dear brethren Peck and Welch, and their dear families ; but praying that God 
may protect them, and makc their labours abundantly successtul. We trust you 
have our prayers that your exertions may be blessed to the upbuilding of the 
Recleemer’s cause, and that every missionary effort may have its desired effect ; 
and may you all be blessed with the peaceable fruits of the spirit of God. Amen! 

In behalf of the society, 


KETURAH HILL, Directress. 
Catskill, N. Y. Nov. 12, 1817. 
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Evom Anstis T1TVvs, Sec. of the Raptist Female Miss. Soc. in Troy, to the Board, 


W - can but express our gratitude to God for his evident smiles on your lauda- 
ble and interesting Institution, having for its object the glory of God, the dissem- 
inat on of the word of life, and the salvation of immortal souls. O! that holy, 
fervent love to God, to truth, and the souls of our fellow men, might more abun- 
dantly pervade and influence our hearts! It afforded us no small degree of joys 
to hear that our dear brother Hough, with his family had, through a kind Provi- 
dence, safely arrived at Rangoon. No doubt but their arrival produced joy to 
brother and sister Judson, and will very much serve to encourage their hearts, 
and strengthen their hands, in the great ard glorious work of the Lord. We 
hope we can add, that our prayers continually ascend to God on their behalf. 
We hope our two brethren lately chosen and destined to the same place may be 
satcly wafted to them, and prove a great acquisition to the missionary cause. It 
was peculiarly gratifying tous to hear also, that the Indien tribes in ony own land 
have not been forgotten by the Convention, ard hope that the great Head of tie 
church may be pleased to bless and prosper our brethren Cestine.. to a western 
mission. It is an important consideration to such as are engaged in missionary 
efforts, that it is a cause which must prosper, for it appertamns io a kingdom 
which can never be abolished; having the power, grace, truth and faithfuiness 
of Jehovah Jesus for its support, end in which his own giory ts concerned. 

We shall transmit to your treasurer by the earliest opportunity, the amount 
collected during the last year, being $71 50 cts. which you will please to consid- 
er as a token of our well wishes to the cause of missions, snd should be heppy 
were the amount much larger. We presume that you, iike our divine Master, 
will not despise the day of small things. 





From Anxa Busnunett, Sec. of the Fem. Mite Soc. Lex. N. Y to the Board. 


IMPRESSED in some measure, as we humbly trust, with a sense of God’s 
goodness to us, in that we enjoy the invaluable blessing of a preached gospel 
ever: Lord’s day, and at other seasons ; and realizing, as we hope, in sume des 
gree, the dark and dismal state of those who do not enjoy this blessing, we fee: it 
as a duty we owe the poor lieathen, to cast im our mites, which, though su.ali,m ay 
do something towards sending the gospel to those “who are perishing for Jack of 
vision ; and considering ourselves stewards, we cannot, withoui penalty, dispense 
with making the best use of what God has committed to us; snd 2s ne man ean 
call what he possessés, his own, we think it highly becomes us to try to honour 
God with our substance. He has assured us that he will give to bis Son the 
heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his posses- 
sion, and that the gospel must be preached to all nations . and as be wili bring 
this about by means, we feel animated, while witnessing the great exertions many 
are making for the spread of the gospel, and the upbuiiding of the Recdeemer’s 
kingdom. Thanktul to our heavenly Father for having put it into our hearts, we 
cheerfully contribute our mite, $16 63 cts. and a gold pin, which we beg you will 
accept, and appropriate to missionary purposes. We hope tlhe Lord will raise up 
and send forth many faithful labourers into his vinevari, and erent them many 
souls as seals of their mimistry. Vic wish you gracc, mercy, and peace; and may 
@od crown your labours with abundant success. 














TENE BY Oe Mine Be ls | | TRI gem I 5. 








ares 

















0 ape ee gees pee Be a mae ~ = - " : = - - 












































102 THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 
EDUCATION. 


Report of the Massachusetts Baptist Education Society, September, 1817. 


PERMIT us to address you on this third anniversary of the fcucation So- 
ciety. The prosperity of this new Institution has excecced the hopes oi its pat- 
rons, and claims the grateful acknowiedgmenis of its friends; but as it is yet in 
its infancy, it needs the cheering patronage and united exertions o: the churcies, 

The expenses of the last year amount to upwards ot $60. We have $1lu.385 
remaining in the hands of the treasurer. The present number of sciiolars is ten. 
Hence the expenses of the ensuing year will probably wcrease, which circum- 
stance ought to quicken our zeal When we consider the smproved state of so- 
ciety, in literature, we should consult the most proper means to render its progress 
useful. It is a laudable charity which aids men in the pursuit of those studies 
which may unprove their minds, and promote their piety and usefulness. By re- 
viewing the history of our species, we shall see how various capaciucs have been 
unfoided by education, and their characters formed for eminent usefulness. In 
early ages, many plans were devised to accomplish this end. In process of time 
they combined the wisdom of their sages, and established schools, that they miyiit 
convemently iustruct the ignorant, and transmit their acquirements to pusierity. 

The Israelites set up seminaries of sacred learning, in which they instructed 
the youth, and thus furnished the nation with able and faithful teachers. In the 
days of samuel, Najoth in Ramah was the seat of literature, in wiuch the propict 
bore a very distinguished rank. In the time of Elijah, Bethe! was celebrated us a 
place of learning, and Jericho was resorted to tor literary advantages. Jewish 
learning was highly cultivated aoout eight hundred years betore sie birth of our 
Saviour. The prophet Isaiah received a literary polish which rendered lim one 
of the most sublime and elegant writers the worid ever Knew. The Chaldeans, 
the Egyptians, the Persians, the Greeks, the Komans, ana various other iations, 
owed their cievation, in a great measure, to their literary improvements. We may 
generally trace the rise of Uhcir greatest characters, to these jounts oi learning. 

In the early stage of the Christian church, schools were deemed necessary for 
the diffusion of knowledge. A theological school was iounded at Alexandria in 
Egypt, where the celebrated Clemens formed an imperishable character, and 
greatly promoted the increase cf knowledge. In this school the learned and elo- 
quent Origen lectured, and to this institution the African churches in early times 
owed their literary eminence. In the glorious reformation from popery, Luther, 
Meiancthon, Calvin, Zuinglius, Beza, and many others, held learning in high esti- 
mation. Luther and Meiancthon, though pressed with numerous duties, yet 
devoted much of their time in the college of Wurtemburg. Calvin, though fer- 
vently engaged in the progress of the reformation, and officiating as pastor of a 
numerous church, yet discharged the duties of Theological Professor in the 
seminary at Geneva, and was one of the most able writers of the age. An im- 
proper use of human acquirements has led some to denounce literature, as useless 
or pernicious ; but such persons do not consider that the abuse of the best things is 
no argument against their worth. We cannot be insensible that the present state 
of the times calis for the exertions of all who are friendly to the spread of re- 
ligious knowledge, and urgently presses the duty of liberally aiding in the good 
cause. New ellorts are operating, and will probably effect a religious change 
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among the nations. Persons of dissimilar views seem to forget their animosities 

and combine to spread religious knowledge. The charities of many are concen- 
trated « Bible Societies, which have mysteriously risen with the aid of princely 
power and liberality, and present the most formidable arrangement of the holy 
warfare that the world ever beheld. What will be the ultimate issue of these 
unparalleled eiforts we cannot precisely define —But shall we be indifferent at 
such a crisis? or what is worse, shall we withhold our liberality? Can we refuse 
to assist our young brethren who give evidence that they are called to preach the 
gospel, but are struggling under poverty and frowns, to surmount the obstacles 
to their necessary education ? Let us consider our responsibility in this age of 
inquiry, to diffuse correct knowledge, to extirpate errour, and benefit the world. 
Think for a moment on the miseries of these countries where the faint traces of 


religion are debased by all the terrours of superstition, or the licentiousness of 


idolatry. View the moral feelings of our fellow creatures, sinking under the do- 
minion of imposture, and sacrificed to the purposes of priestcraft and delusion. 
Surely there is much to be done ; and a review of the vast mixture of errour, and 
the dreary face of the heathen world, should be no discouragement to our exer- 
tioas. There are many encouraging circumstances to excite our generous eflorts. 
It appears that the light of salvation is preparing to rise over a darkened world. 
Doubtless the time is hastening when millions who are divided by seas, and sepa- 
rated by languages, will unite in one common sentiment of praise. 

We live, dear brethren, in an age of great events. Different scenes have passed 
before us in rapid succession. Since the indefatigable Carey arose with this max- 
im, “Attempt great things, expect great things,” the saying has been verified 
beyond human calculations. The religious world is re-invigorated, thousands 
have emerged from indifference, and we may expect to see great things hereaficr- 

By the intelligence recently received from various quarters, it seems that the 
predicted period is come, when many shali run to and fro, and knowledge be in- 
creased. Atcording to the last Report of the Baptist Convention, ten thousand 
have been added tothe Baptist churches in the United States the past year. 
Should one out of 2 hundred be called to preach the gospel, it would take $15,000 
avear tod«fray the expenses of their education ; which sum, if proportioned 
arvong the churches, would give a tax of about eight cents a year upon each 
member. A smal! retrenchment of needicss expenses would amply suffice. 

jut while we advocate the advantages of learning, let us not be insensible to 
the importance of guarding the rising genius against extravagances which cis- 
grace the christian name. Learning and humility adorn human nature. Piety, 
extensive knowledge, and zeal to do good, are laudable: while pride, selfim- 
portance, and illiberal’ disdain are debasing, and are doubly mischievous, when 
pointed by education. Ina seminary where none are patronized but pious and 
promising youth, who profess to be called to preach the gospel, there is less 
danger of misapplying our endeavours to promote literature, than in a promiscue 


ous school. While we therefore solicit the aid, we wish to excite the vigilance of 


the churches, to guard against the errours which corrapt the minds of youth, 
empoison and debase society. Muy the great Mead of the church raise up suit- 
able candidates, and direct in all our measures to promote the interest of Zion, 
which is the sincere desire of your brethren in gospel affection. 

Signed, W. BATCHELDER, Sveretar 
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EARTHEN VESSELS. 


Mr, Hennr, in his sermon on the death of the Rev. Mr. Daniel Burgess, from 
2 Cor. iv. 7, has the foliowing excellent closing observations. As the sermon is 
not generally known, the ideas may afford to our readers much entertainment. 

1. This doctrine may be instructive to us, who are minisiers : 

Are we earthen vessels ? Then we have reason to be low in our own eyes and to 
take care that we never think of ourseives above what is meet, but alvays—soberly,. 

Are we earthen vessels 2 Then let us not be indulgent of our bov.es : not of their 
Case, or appetites. What needs so much-a-do about an earthen vessel, when, afier 
all our care and pains «bout it, we cannot alter the property of it? Brittle it i- still, 
and must be inevitably broken after a while. 

Are we earthen vessels ? Then let us not be empty vessels. A vessel of gold or 
silver is o: considerzble valae, though it be empty ; but an earthen vessel, if empty, 
is good for little, but is thrown among the lumber. 

Are we earthen vessels ? Then let us be clean vessels. It is enough that, as 
earthen, we are mean by nature—but let us not make ourselves vile by sin Eli’s 
gons not only made themselves vile, but made even the sacrifices of the Lord te 
be abhorred, as good food is in a dirty vessel. 

Are we earthen vessels ? Then let us take heed of dashing one against another. 

Are we earthen vessels 2? Then let us bear contempt and reproach with patience, 
and not think it strange, and fret at it. Those who over-value themselves, cannot 
easily bear to be under-valued by others. What ca: earthen vessels expect, but 
to be despised and thrown under foot? 

Are we earthen vessels ? Then let us often think of being broken and laid aside, 
and prepare accordingly. We are in use for a while, and it is our honour and de- 
light to be employed in the service of Christ and souls. But what is our strength, 
that we should hope to be long thus employed? Is our strength the strength of 
stunes ? or is our flesh of bruss? No! we are earthen vessels, and ape hastening 
to the dust. 

2. This doctrine may be of use to all :—are ministers earthen vessels ? 

Thank God for the gospei treasure, though it be but in an earthen vessel : nay, 
thank God that it is in such vessels, that it may be the nearer you, and the more 
withm your reach. 

Esteem the earthen vessels for the treasure’s sake that is put inthem. Throw 
not those vesseis to the ground hastily, because .n something ov ot er they do not 
please you ; for, remember, they are carthen vessels, afd they are your own. 

Bless God that the breaking of the earthen vesse! is no! th loss of the heavenly 
treasure. Ministers dic; but the word of the ford enduret. for ever. 

Let the glory of all the benefits vou hive by the r inis.ry of the gospel, or may 
have, be given to God ; to him only, to him entirely ; tor trom him the exceliency 
of the power is. 

Let the consideration of the frailty and mortality of your ministers, quicken 
you to make a diligent improvement of t!.cir labours while they are continued to 
you. You have the treasure wm e.rthen vessels, therefore delay no to make -t 
yours, lest ‘h- vessels that are most likely to convey it to you should break, and 
others such should not be raised up. 

It is rathers.wgular, that Dr. Movo, the con’ nuator of Mr. Henry on the second 
book of Corintluans, has.not introduced these ideas into tus able exposiuon. 
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Religion. 


STATE OF RELIGION. 


Revival of Religion in Mecklenburg and Muhlenburg counties, Virginia.—From 
Rev. Wm. Ricaarns, Mecklenburg county, Dec. 16, 1817. 


Ix compliance with your request, permit me to give some account of the 
work of God in this vicinity. A year ago last March, I was on a visit at Lunen- 
burg, in the bounds of elder Shelburn’s labours at Coolspring meeting-house, 
where a most gracious gale of heavenly influence was afforded. A considerable 
number appeared to be sensible of their lost state, and came up near the stage, 
and falling on their knees, requested the prayers of the pious. Among them was 
elder Shelburn’s youngest son, for the first time. From this period the work ap- 
peared to increase and spread in different directions; nurtured by the faithful 
labours of father Shelburn, and brother James Robertson, his assistant in the 
ministry, until July, when twelve came forward, were baptised, and united 
with the church. The precious work has continued, until the number added 
to that church amounts to between eighty and ninety; among whom we hope 
there are three chosen vessels to bear the glad tidings of the gospel to a world 
of perishing sinners. It is still progressing in one arm of the church more rapid 
ef late than heretofore. There has likewise been a considerable revival in Tus- 
sakiah church, in the same county, under the care of elder Johns. About thirty 
or forty have been added to that church; among whom may be found a number 
of amiable young men, and two who are now candidates for the ministry. Bro- 
ther Johns will probably write more fully respecting that part of the revival. 

I now come to my beloved people in this county. In the spring of 1816, there 
were some small appearances, but nothing very singular until August, when 
elder Shelburn’s labour was evidently owned and blessed of God, among the peo- 
ple. Several young men in the bloom of youth came forward in the presence of 
the congregation, and begged the prayers of the people of God. From this time 
the work increased, though at first among the young men principally; but ina 
few months it progressed with such rapidity, that it was not uncommon: to see 
one fourth of the congregation on the floor, of different ages and sexes, crying for 
mercy. They seemed to be sensible of their utter helplessness, and resolved 
through grace to live and die at the feet of Jesus. Their dejected countenances 
bespoke the anguish and sorrow of their hearts. , 

About Christmas four young men came forward‘and made declaration of their 
faith in Christ, which had a very solemn effect among their young companions, 
many of whom were at that time groaning under the spirit of bondage. I bap. 
tised them on the twenty-seventh of December. Not long after, I baptised six 
more young men, with others. From that time, I have been frequently called to 
this precious service. The number added to this church [Bluestone] is a little 
upwards of one hundred. The precious work still appears to be going on. 
I baptised nine yesterday, and there are many more anxiously inquiring the 
way to Zion. The other two churches which I supply in the counties of 
Charlotte and Lunenburg, viz. Sandy Creek and Meherrin, have likewise had con- 
siderable additions, but not equal to the church named above. Truly the Lord 
has done great things for us in this quarter, for which we ought to be unfeigned- 
ly thankful. 

Vor. I.—N?®. IT. oO 
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JAILOR’S HOUSEHOLD. 


Extract from a letter dated Richmond, Va. Nov. 20, 1817. 


Wiruin the present year, (the exact date not recollected), the Rev. Mr. 
Bryce of this city, baptised, on the profession of faith in Christ, the household of 
the jailor of Goochland county, himself excepted, consisting of nine children, and 
a son-in-law, the youngest of whom was about eleven years old. 

Since that period, the jailor himself has professed to have a hope in the Lord 
Jesus, and offered himself a subject for the sacred ordinance: and no doubt, like 
the Philippian jailor, rejoices “ believing in God with all his house.” 

The Lord has been gracious to this place. Numbers in the course of the year 
past have been brought, as we trust, to a knowledge of the truth. Various parts 
of this state have also been visited with the refreshing influences of Divine mer. 
cy. O! that all might know the love of our precious Redeemer ! 








MISCELLANEA. 








ORDINATIONS. 


ON Friday evening, the 2d of December last, at the baptist meeting house in 
Sansom street, Philadelphia, the Rev. Samvet Cornexivus, member of said church, 
was solemnly ordained to the full office of the christian ministry. The service 
was opened by the Rev. Mr. Grigg, who delivered a very impressive sermon, 
founded on Eph. vi. 19. The usual questions were proposed by the Rey. Dr. 
Staughton. The rite of imposing hands was then performed by Dr. Staughton, 
and the Rev. Messrs. Proudfoot, Billings, and Walker ; during which solemnity 
the Rev. Mr. Strawbridge offered the ordination prayer. The Rev. Mr. Proudfoot 
then presented him the bible, and gave him the right hand of fellowship, wel- 
coming him into the toiis and consolations of the ministry. The same pledge of 
christian regard being tendered to the candidate by the rest of the officiating 
ministers, Dr. Staughton followed, with a solemn and affectionate charge. The 
whole of the services were peculiarly impressive and interesting. 





On the 25th of January, 1818, the Rev. Joun C. Munpny, a studest under the 
patronage of the Baptist Education Society, was ordained to the pastoral care 
of the baptist church in Frankford. 

The ordination sermon was preached by the Rev. John P. Peckworth, from 
Rom. x. 14, 15. ‘* How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed ? 
and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall 
they hear without a preacher? and how shall they preach except they be sent?” 

Hands were imposed, and the Rev. Mr. Peckworth offered the ordination 
prayer. A charge was then addressed to the candidate, by the Rey. William 
Staughton, D. D. 
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Grrcory, in his book de pastorali cura—on pastoral care, observes, that Paul, 
writing to TimoT ay, bids him not strive, but be gentle to ‘| men, and to reprove 
with all long suffering. But writing to Titus, he bids him rebuke sharply, and 
reprove with all authority; for which he gives this reason: ‘Titus was a man of 
a mild disposition, and needed a spur: Timothy, more sanguine, needed a bridle.” 


Bortz, the great philosopher, speaking of the scriptures, said, “ I prefer a 
single sprig of the tree of life, to a whole wood of bays,” 


Arter the art of printing was introduced into England, Latin, Hebrew, and 
Greek bibles, and particularly copies of the New Testament, became much more 
common. Accordingly, a vicar of Croydon, in Surry, is said to have expressed 
himself to this purpose, in a sermon preached at St Paul’s Cross about this time ; 
«‘ We must root out printing, or printing will root out us.” 


Gattrro states, as the result of his calculations, that some spots in the sun are 
larger than Asia and Africa put together. Had he known the sun’s parali«x and 
distance as precisely as it has been determined by later philosophers, he would 
have found them larger by far than the whole surface of our earth. The young 
believer in Jesus Christ, conceives the spots that defile his person and services 
very large, but only the christian made wise by observation, experience, reflec- 
tion, and the teachings of the Spiritof the Lord, discovers their real and 
enormous magnitude. 


Historrans mention a poor family in Germany, who were in danger of perishing 
during the prevalence of an alarming famine. In the anguish of his heart the 
father proposed to his wife, that one of their dear children should be sold for a 
little bread. The wife, after long hesitation, reluctantly consented. But here a 
difficulty offered they knew not how to surmount; which shall they part with ?— 
not theeldest, Ae was their first born—not the second, he was the exact image 
of his father—not the third, Aer every feature was her mother’s—and, oh! by no 
‘means the fourth—je was their youngest, and the darling of their declining age. 
They resolved they would perish together rather than be separated. And did 
affection thus hesitate ?—thus resolve? How boundless the love of our heavenly 
Father, who gave His dearly beloved, His only begotten Son, freely for us all— 
that with Him also he might freely give us all things! 


Ibn. Henscnect conceives that the sun is an opaque body, surrounded with an 
atmosphere of clouds. Of these clouds he supposes there are two strata; the 
lower stratum protecting the sun from the heat and lustre of the upper, which 
last throws light and warmth through all the system. One cannot help remark- 
ing the correspondence between the conjecture of the philosopher, and the creed 
ofthe Unitarian. With the latter, the Sun of righteousness is a mere man, an 
opaque body like ourselves, encircled indeed with a nebulous radiance, but it is a 
radiance not properly his own. The orthodox believer finds his contemplations 
enlarged, and his hopes sustained, by the firm persuasion that Jesus Christ is, in 
himself, independently of extraneous effulgence, the brightness of the glory, and 
the express image of the person of his Father. Heaven has no need of the sun, 
neither of the moon, to enlighten it—fur “ the Lamb is the light thereof.” 
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Wonders of the Microscope. 

Uron examining the edge of a very keenrazor by the microscope, it appears 
as broad as the back part of a pretty thick knife ; rough, uneven, fall of notches 
and furrows, and so far from any thing like sharpness, that an instrument so 
blunt as this seemed to be, would not serve even to cleave wood. 

An exceeding small needle being also examined, the point thereof appeared 
above a quarter of an inch in breadth; not round or flat, but irregular and un- 
equal; and the surface, though extremely smooth and bright to the naked eye, 
seemed full of ruggedness, holes, and scratches. In short, it resembled an iron 
bar out of a smith’s forge. . 

But the sting of a bee, viewed through the same instrument, showed every 
where.a polish amazingly beautiful, without the least flaw, blemish, or inequality ; 
and ended in a point too fine to be discerned. 

A small piece of exceeding fine lawn appeared, from the large distances or 
holes between its threads, somewhat like a hurdle or lattice ; and the threads 
themselves seemed somewhat coarser than yarn wherewith ropes are made for 
anchors, 

Some Brussel’s lace, worth five pounds a yard, looked as if it were made of a 
thick, rough, uneven hair line, intwisted, fastened or clotted together in a very 
inartful manner. 

But a silkworm’s web being examined, appeared perfectly smooth and shining, 
every where equal, and as much finer than any thread the finest spinster in 
the world could make, as the smallest twine is finer than the thickest cable.—A 
pod of this silk being wound off, was found to contain nine hundred and thirty 
yards ; but it is proper to take notice, that as two threads are glued together by 
the worm through its whole length, it makes really double the above number, or 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty yards ; which, being weighed with the ut- 
most exactness, were found no heavier than two grains and a half What an 
exquisite fineness was here! and yet this is nothing when compared to the web 
of a small spider, or even with the silk that issued from the mouth of this very 
worm when but newly hatched from the egg. 

Let us examine things with a good inicroscope, and we shall be immediately 
convinced, that the utmost power of art is only a concealment of deformity, an 
imposition upon our want of sight ; and that our admiration of it arises from our 
ignorance of what it really is. 

This valuable discoverer of truth will prove the most boasted performances of 
art to be ill-shaped, rugged and uneven, as if they were hewn with an axe, or 
struck out with a mallet and chisel; it will show bungling, inequality, and im- 
perfection in every part, and that the whole is disproportionate and monstrous.— 
Our finest miniature paintings appeared before this instrument as mere daubings 
plastered on with a trowel, and entirely void of beauty, either in the drawing or 
the colouring. Our most shining varnishes, our smoothest polishings, will be 
found to be mere roughness, full of gaps and flaws. [Baker on the Microscope. 


Who, after such a survey, but must assume the language of David, Psalm 
exi.2. ‘ The works of the Lord are great, sought out (or as Dr. Derham would 
render the word ys, heedfully and deeply pried into, solicitously observed and 
jnquired out) of all them that take pleasure therein.” Theyare found 

** As full, as perfect in a hair, as heart.” 





Reece te amen 
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Anecdotes, &c. 


AN ANECDOTE, 


As received froma gentleman in the County of King and Queen, Va. 


“ Tuar after himself and his gay associates had been engaged in mirth and mu- 
sic until it became dull, he calls on an old solitary slave, that belonged to him, 
which was the only baptist in his large family,—to change the scene and refresh 
their minds. He demands a song from the slave, at which she most solemnly re- 
peated and then sung this verse: 


“ Death, ’tis a melancholy day 
“To them that have no God; 
“ When the poor soul is fore’d away, 
* To seek her last abode.” 
After which he never rested until he was hopefully converted, and become a 
happy associate with the old slave.” 


A Bible bought by a Drunkard. 


A person whose intemperance had reduced his family to poverty, was in the 
habit of attending all the public vendues in his neighbourhood, where liquor is 
obtained gratis. He uniformly came home drunk. At one of these places, a 
bible was put up for sale, for which he gave a did. The buyer, out of fun, said, 
it is yours, and gave ittohim. He put it under his arm and travelled off home. 
He began to read it carefully. The Lord was pleased to impress it with power 
on his heart. He has now become a sober man. His habits are highly serious, 
and his family are maintained in excellent credit. The alteration is of consider- 
able standing, and it is believed will continue as long as he lives. 

** Thy word I’ve plac’d within my heart, 
To keep my conscience clean ; 
And be an everlasting guard, 
From every rising sin.” 





As the Rev. Matthew Henry was returning home after one of his Lord’s day 
evening lectures, he was stopped by four men, within half a mile of Hackney, who 
took from him ten or eleven shillings, upon which he makes the following pious 
reflections: ** What reason have I to be thankful to God, that, having travelled so 
“much, I was never robbed before !—What abundance of evil this love of money 
“is the root of, that four men should venture their lives and souls, for about half 
““a crown a-piece! See the vanity of worldly wealth ; how soon we may be 
* stripped of it!” 





On Revelation ii. 9. I know thy works and tribulation.”—Mark, (saith one,) 
the conjunction works and tribulation. Active, stirring christians, are likely to 
suffer much. Of Sardis and Laodicea only, we read not of any troubles they 
had !— Vid. Trappe in loc. 
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OBITUARY. 


= 


THE Rev. Mr. Wm. Batcuetper, of Haverhill, Mass. has lately finished his 
testimony, and entered, as we have reason to believe, into the joy of his Lord. Ine 
Jetter dated April 18, 1818, the Rev. Mr. Bolles of Salem says, “ There is a great 
call for labourers in the Lord’s vineyard in this part, and in all parts of ourcountry, 
and though some are entering upon their services, others are ceasing from them 
forever. The last week our brother Batchelder, of Haverhill, was conveyed to 
the grave. The breach occasioned by his death is wide. He has left a large 
family, and an extensive field of usefulness. As a preacher, he was very active. 
His labours in destitute places, many miles north and east of him, were abundant.” 
His death seems to have been accelerated by the toils he underwent in soliciting 
subscriptions for a new Baptist theological school at Waterville, in the district of 
Maine. May He, in whom the widow and fatherless find mercy, support his be- 
reaved family, and the Head of the cliurch pity and relieve the sorrows of his 


afflicted congregation. . 
** Tis God that lifts our comforts high, 
‘ Or sinks them in the grave : 


He gives, and blessed be his name, 
He takes but what he gave.” 


2+ oe 


Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.” 


Tut subject of this notice, Mrs. Ex1zapeta Boots, was born in London, 1772. 
Her parents were respectable and religious. After coming to the United States, 
she resided principally in Philadelphia, till her decease, which took place on Sa- 
terday, the 9th of October last. She had been for many years a professor of the 
religion of Jesus Christ, and had adorned her profession by a corresponding life 
of piety. We trust she sleeps in the Redeemer. 

The following particulars are presented by a female acquaintance. 

** Mrs. Booth’s conversation during the whole of her last illness was very evan- 
gelical. All her dependence was on Jesus ; from him she sought and found that 
peace of mind which none but the real followers of Christ know any thing of. 
She was never known to murmur or repine, but her constant prayer was, “ thy 
will be done.” One day, when she was in extreme agony, she was heard to say, 
Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord, for they rest from their labours! Oh 
that I may die the death of the righteous, and that my last end may be like his! 
She often repeated the hymn, “ Dear refuge of my weary soul,” &c. On Thurs- 
day preceding the evening that she was struck with death. she called her son and 
dauchter to her bed-side, and after beseeching them to walk in the way of the 
Lord, she bid them an affectionate farewell. She repeated the hymns, “ Jesus, 
lover of my soul,” “ Jesus can make a dying bed, Fecl soft as downy pillows are,” 
&e. From Thursday evening she lay unable to speak, until Saturday morning, 
nine o’clock, when she expired.” 












[ 444 J 
PORTRY. 


IT will de az the dew unto Israel.—Hos. xiv. 5. 


FROM realms of eternity, blessed and bright, 
Where thrones and dominions enraptured adore, 
Salvation his garment, 2nd man his delight, 
The Angel of Mercy descends to restore. 


The Angel of Mercy! how joyful the sound! 
Messiah, thy name is a balm to the soul! 

Its sweetness shall fall on the gentiles around; 
And Jews shall submit to its peaceful control. 


Ah! long have they wandered forlorn and afar, 
In darkness have wandered a wilderness way ; 
Unknowing the bright and imperial star, 
And hating the beams of Immanuel’s day. 


But Mercy, the rainbow that arches the skies, 
Through clouds, and through darkness effulgent shall shine. 
Oh! Israel, the nations no more shall despise, 
For rich is the promise that follows thy line. 
‘* Compassion and goodness, still swelling above 
Thine offences, thy constant rebellion shall heal, 
For freely, most freely, 1 give thee my love ; 
And vengeance no longer her arm shall reveal! 


“* As dews upon Zion their freshness distil, 
My heavenly grace shall descend upon thee, 
And fair as the olives which mantle the hill 
That looks upon Salem, thy beauties shall be. 


** Thou shalt grow as the lily the pride of the vale, 
Where life-giving waters are flowing along ; 
And, like the tall cedar, resisting the gale 
On the mountain of Libanus, thou shalt be strong. 
‘** Thy branches shall spread and thy fruit shall be fair, 
And sweet as the odours of exquisite wine : 
Thine outcasts shall then to thy shadow repair, 
And I will regale them with banquets divine.” 


a er 


Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, Ged hath shined. 


Tae Lord of lords, and King of kings, 
In realms of bliss exalted reigns : 
Ah! who can touch the trembling strings, 
And hymn his praise with equal straits” 
The grandeur of his works may show, 
In beams of lasting heavenly light, 
To all who love their radiant glow, 
His wisdom and his boundless might : 
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But, Zion! on thy portals fair, 

His wondrous name resplendent shines, 
And every child of wisdom there 

Shall read it in the clearest lines. 


Yes! there we learn that God is love! 
The lucid truth let angel choirs, 

Circling the shining throne above, 
Resound upon their golden lyres. 


With deep astonishment they saw, 
Immanuel, the virgin’s son! 

And heard, with fixed and sacred awe, 
The Lord of glory cry—‘ tis done!’ 

But quit the endless theme, my soul, 
And wait resigned, a brighter day, 

Above mortality’s control, 

To wake a more enraptured lay. 
The ‘crown of life,’ the ‘ harp’ of gold, 
And ‘ palm of vict’ry,’ all proclaim, 

That nobler songs shall yet unfold 


The glories of Jehovah’s name. C. 





ON THE SPRING. 


* Thou sendest forth thy Spirit, they are created ; 
and thou renewest the face of the earth.” 


Tuov Power Supreme! thy works I see 
In almost pristine glory shine! 
©! let them lift my soul to thee, 
And with their praise accept of mine. 
Thy spirit moves upon the earth, 
And life assumes her joyful sway, 
As when creation first had birth, 
And starry hosts attuned the lay. 


The universal song, that swells 

With raptured gladness, breathes of thee ; 
Thy kindness every flow’ret tells, 

Thy goodness every blooming tree. 


Most happy they who dwell around 
The throne of radiant light above, 
And raise in strains of nobler sound, 
Their anthems to the God of love. 
The God of love ! oh, blissful name! 
Bright angels, hymn your glorious king ; 
But man maywurge a further claim 
To praise ;—and God the Saviour sing! 
Yes ! Lord of suffering mercy! yes! 
The blood-bought gift of lite divine, 
Thy saints with glowing powers shall bless, 
Whilst heayen’s eternal ages shine. 





